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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  LUTON 

CONSTITUTION  OF  COMMITTEES 
(as  at  end  of  1971) 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
Mayor 

Councillor  J.  Cussen,  j.p. 


Chairman 


Alderman  R 

Alderman  Mrs.  B.  Andrews,  o.b.e. 
Alderman  M.  C.  Connery 
Councillor  B.  M.  Chambers 
Councillor  D.  G.  Kennedy 

Councillor  A 


V.  Whitlock 

Councillor  A.  C.  Matthews 
Councillor  Mrs.  B.  McConachie 
Councillor  J.  J.  O’Donnell 
Councillor  G.  Payne 
G.  Spearman 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  SUB-COMMITTEE 

Alderman  R.  V.  Whitlock  Councillor  Mrs.  B.  McConachie 

Councillor  A.  G.  Spearman 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 

SCHOOLS  AND  SPECIAL  SERVICES  SUB-COMMITTEE 

Chairman 

Councillor  L.  Chantler 

Alderman  H.  C.  Lawrence  Councillor  Mrs  K.  Connelly 

Alderman  F.  S.  Lester  Councillor  D.  J.  Flood 

Councillor  P.  G.  Brown  Councillor  A.  H.  Harris 

Councillor  J.  McGrath 


Mr.  C.  W.  Griggs 


Co-opted 

Mr.  S.  H.  Porter 
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PRINCIPAL  STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  AND  SCHOOL  HEALTH 

DEPARTMENTS 

MEDICAL  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal 
School  Medical  Officer  ... 

(Retired  6.10.71) 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Acting  Principal  School  Medical  Officer 
(From  7.10.71) 

Senior  Medical  Officer  (part-time) 

Senior  Medical  Officer  ... 

Consultant  Advisers — 

Chest  Diseases 

Geriatrics 

Mental  Health 

Sessional  Medical  Officers 


Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon  ... 
Principal  School  Dental  Officer 
Dental  Surgeons  ... 

Dental  Auxiliary  ... 

Dental  Anaesthetists  . 

Psychiatrist 

Senior  Social  Worker  Child  Guidance  ... 

Social  Worker  Child  Guidance  ... 

Senior  Educational  Psychologist 

Educational  Psychologist 

Physiotherapist  ...  . 

Speech  Therapist  (part-time)  . 

Chiropodists  (part-time) . 


R.  M  Dykes,  m.a.,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


G.  A.  Roberts,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 

Saraswati  Smith,  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.o.g. 
Munzoor  Khan,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h.,  d.c.h. 

J.  Brian  Shaw,  m.d.,  m.b.,  B.ch.,  b.a.o., 
d.p.h. 

J.  C.  Firth,  m.r.c.s.,  m.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.p., 
m.b. 

L.  G.  Nicol,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.m. 

D. P.H. 

Susan  Campbell,  m.b.,  b.s. 

Mary  D.  Clarke,  m.b.,  b.s. 

Diana  J.  Collins,  m.b.,  B.ch. 

Anna  R.  Dainty,  m.b.,  ch.B. 

Anthea  Kelsey,  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.s., 
l.r.c.p. 

Anne  E.  Robinson,  m.b.,  b.s. 

A.  R.  Thompson,  m.d.,  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.s., 
l.r.c.p,  D.P.H. 

A.  Williams,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

E.  A.  Butterworth,  f.r.c.s.,  d.o.m.s. 

P.  Timmis,  m.b.,  b.s.,  f.r.c.s. 

J.  W.  Coombs,  l.d.s.,  r.c.s.  eng. 

Miss  Daphne  Badham,  l.d.s.,  r.c.s. 

R.  Newton,  b.d.s.,  l.d.s.,  r.c.s. 

Mrs.  Mavis  Croydon 

P.  J.  W.  Howes,  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.s. 

L. R.C.P.,  D.A. 

A.  L.  ANHAL,  M.B. B.S.,  D.R.O.C.G.,  D.A. 

Frances  F.  Milne,  m.b.,  B.ch.,  d.p.m. 

Miss  Ann  Sheard,  cert,  soc.,  studies 
(edin.)  cert.  app.  soc.  studies  (l.s.e.) 

Mrs.  Patricia  Callear,  b.a.,  m.Sc. 

Mrs.  B.  Sketchley,  b.a.,b.comm.,dip.ed., 

M. ED. 

Mrs.  Marion  Lindsay,  b.a.,  dip.ed. 

H.  J.  Godfrey,  m.c.s.p. 

Mrs.  Pamela  Hedger,  l.c.s.t. 

A.  SHEPHERDSON,  M.Ch.S.,  S.R.Ch. 

Mrs.  Julie  Winder,  s.R.Ch. 
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NURSING  STAFF 

Chief  Nursing  Officer  .  Mrs.  Irene  O.  Furse,  s.r.n.,  s. 

cert.  H.V. 

Area  Nursing  Officers  .  Miss  Margaret  Richardson,  s.r.n., 

S.C.M.,  CERT.  H.V. 

Mrs.  Nurbanu  Khandwala,  s.r.n., 

S.C.M.,  CERT.  H.V. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  . . . 

Specialist  Inspectors: 

Food  Hygiene 

Housing 

Housing 

Smoke  Abatement  ... 

Abattoir  Manager  ... 

Multiple  Occupation 


G.  F.  MACEFIELD,  F.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

R.  Lord,  f.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h. 

G.  Browne,  m.a.p.h.i. 

S.  G.  Cocks,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.m.i.p.h.e. 
L.  V.  Lee,  m.a.p.h.i. 

S.  SUMMERSON,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H. 

F.  Mason,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.i.m.,  m.a.m.i 
J.  East,  m.a.p.h.i. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 
Ambulance  Officer  ...  ...  ...  L.  Caple 


ADMINISTRATIVE  STAFF 

Senior  Administrative  Officer  ...  ...  H.  Towle 

Administrative  Assistant  (School  Health)  Mrs.  Joyce  Browne 


c.m. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF 

ACTING  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


38/40  BUTE  STREET 
LUTON  LU1  2EP 


LUTON 

G.  A.  ROBERTS, 

MB.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 
Telephone  31291 


March  1972 

His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 

Councillors  of  the  County  Borough  of  Luton 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  mid-year  population  for  1971  was 
160,730  compared  with  161,410  for  mid  1970.  There  were  small  falls  in  the 
live  birth  rate,  the  illegitimate  live  birth  rate  and  the  stillbirth  rate,  but  small 
rises  in  the  death  rate  and  infant  mortality  rate.  No  maternal  deaths  were 
recorded  in  1971.  The  notifications  of  primary  respiratory  tuberculosis  fell 
from  75  in  1970  to  49  in  1971. 

The  local  authority  family  planning  clinics  continued  to  expand.  There 
were  455  sessions  compared  with  403  in  1970  and  6,340  total  attendances 
compared  with  5,732  in  1970.  One  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy 
one  new  patients  were  advised  compared  with  856  in  1970.  If  it  is  borne  in 
mind  that  there  are  over  30,000  females  of  child  bearing  age  in  Luton  the 
task  of  providing  contraceptive  advice  is  a  formidable  undertaking. 

Therefore,  there  is  a  place  for  all  who  undertake  to  advise  on  family 
planning.  Dr.  Dykes  remarked  last  year  that  the  mystique  surrounding  family 
planning  must  be  dispelled  for  ever.  The  commonly  used  methods  which 
prevent  fertilization  are  very  simple  and  advising  patients  is  well  within  the 
competence  of  a  variety  of  medical  and  nursing  personnel. 

The  number  of  home  confinements  fell  from  910  (28%)  in  1970  to  721 
(23%)  in  1971.  Early  discharges  after  hospital  delivery  rose  from  604  in  1970 
to  810  in  1971.  Eventually  nearly  all  deliveries  can  be  expected  to  take  place 
in  hospital. 

Nineteen  hundred  and  seventy  one  was  the  first  full  year  of  attachment 
of  health  visitors  to  general  practitioners.  One  result  has  been  an  increase  in 
visits  to  age  groups  other  than  the  pre-school  and  particularly  to  the  over 
65’s.  Overall  visits  increased  from  30,065  in  1970  to  40,221  in  1971  and  to 
persons  aged  65  and  over,  from  235  in  1969  to  1,654  in  1970  and  to  4,567 
in  1971.  Thus  attachment  has  enabled  the  health  visitor  to  fulfil  her  true  role 
as  family  adviser.  The  twice  monthly  discussion  group  held  with  Dr.  Nicol, 
Principal  Medical  Officer,  Mental  Health,  has  helped  health  visitors  to  broaden 
the  type  of  assistance  they  can  give  families. 

The  local  authority  nursing  service  management  structure  was  augmen¬ 
ted  by  the  creation  of  5  unit  nursing  officer  posts  in  order  to  increase  support 
for  district  nurses,  midwives  and  health  visitors  and  thereby  improve  patient 
care.  This  revised  structure  was  implemented  on  the  1st  January,  1972. 
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The  staff  of  the  Ambulance  Service  was  increased  by  9  and  a  new  ration¬ 
alised  frequency  plan  for  ambulance  service  communications  was  adopted. 
Mr.  M.  Clark,  the  Ambulance  Officer,  retired  after  24  years’  association  with 
the  Luton  Ambulance  Service  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  L.  Caple,  an  Area 
Superintendent  from  Hampshire  who  became  Chief  Ambulance  Officer. 

At  Luton  Airport,  medical  duties  which  are  the  responsibility  of  Luton 
Corporation,  are  performed  by  a  group  practice  of  Luton  doctors,  under  the 
administrative  control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In  1971,  1,103 
incoming  passengers  were  seen  by  these  doctors  compared  with  347  in  1970. 
As  a  result  of  cholera  in  Spain  it  was  necessary  for  the  health  department  to 
inform  other  local  authorities  of  passengers  returning  from  Spain  through 
Luton  Airport.  The  requirement  to  send  out  approximately  3,000  notifications 
per  day  over  a  period  of  several  weeks  imposed  a  heavy  burden  on  the  depart¬ 
ment. 

On  the  1st  April  1971,  the  Welfare  Services,  previously  administered  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  were  amalgamated  with  the  Children’s  Depart¬ 
ment  to  form  a  separate  Directorate  of  Social  Services.  Services  and  establish¬ 
ments  for  the  elderly,  the  physically  handicapped  and  the  blind  and  the  deaf, 
day  nurseries  and  mental  welfare  were  affected  by  this  re-organisation. 

Dr.  R.  M.  Dykes,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer,  retired  on  6th  October  1971,  after  22  years  in  the  post.  This  period 
was  one  of  considerable  expansion  of  the  health  and  social  services,  particularly 
since  County  Borough  status  in  1964.  Many  new  projects  reached  fruition 
including  5  Health  Clinics,  3  Old  People’s  Homes,  and  the  Adult  Training 
Centre. 


G.  A.  ROBERTS, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAMME 

No  new  health  project  was  completed  during  the  year,  but  building  work 
was  well  advanced  on  the  Child  Health  Clinics  being  incorporated  in  the 
Cresta  Hotel  at  Halfway  Avenue  and  in  the  new  Library  premises  to  be  built 
on  the  Marsh  Farm  Estate.  Both  projects  are  expected  to  be  completed  during 
1972.  The  facilities  to  be  provided  on  Marsh  Farm  are  intended  as  an  interim 
measure  only,  pending  the  erection  of  a  Health  Centre  to  serve  the  area. 

Future  Development 

(i)  Dunstable  Road  Health  Centre 

Discussions  were  held  with  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social 
Security,  the  Executive  Council,  and  General  Practitioners  concerned,  with 
regard  to  the  design  of  the  Dunstable  Road  Health  Centre.  Further  sketch 
plans  are  to  be  submitted  in  due  course. 

(ii)  Abbotswood  Road  Child  Health  Clinic 

At  the  end  of  the  year  consultations  were  taking  place  on  the  design  of  the 
new  Child  Health  Clinic  in  Abbotswood  Road,  scheduled  for  1972/73. 
Building  work  is  expected  to  commence  in  the  Spring  of  1972  and  on  comple¬ 
tion  the  Clinic  will  supercede  those  at  present  held  in  rented  accommoda¬ 
tion  at  St.  Anne’s  Church  and  Round  Green  Methodist  Church. 

(iii)  Beechwood  Child  Health  Clinic 

Beechwood  Child  Health  Clinic  which  was  built  in  1938  at  a  total  cost  of 
£5,125  (including  land  and  equipment)  is  scheduled  for  demolition  late  1972/ 
73  to  make  way  for  a  major  road  improvement  scheme.  It  is  intended  that  the 
clinic  shall  be  replaced  when  a  suitable  site  can  be  found. 

(iv)  Other 

The  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  has  given  consent  in  prin¬ 
ciple  to  an  Ambulance  Sub-Station  to  be  provided  near  the  Town  Centre  and 
to  the  Child  Health  Clinic  in  Park  Town  (1973/74)  and  to  the  Child  Health 
Clinic  in  Austin  Road  (1974/75). 

As  a  result  the  Council’s  Capital  Programme  for  health  service  projects 
is  as  follows: 

1972-74 

Health  Centre: 

Dunstable  Road 
Child  Health  Clinics: 

Abbotswood  Road 
Park  Town 
Beechwood 
Austin  Road 
Ambulance  Sub- Station: 

Town  Centre 

Subsequent  years 

Health  Centre: 

Marsh  Farm 
Child  Health  Clinics 
Vauxhall  Park 
High  Town 


STATISTICS 

AND 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


OF  THE  AREA 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (from  1st  April,  1964)  ... 

Population  (Census,  1971)  . 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  for  mid- 1971 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1st  April,  1971 
Rateable  value  (1st  April,  1971) 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 


Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Notified:  Legitimate 

2,057 

1,918 

3,975 

Illegitimate 

201 

191 

392 

All  . 

2,258 

2,109 

4,367 

*Registered:  Legitimate 

1,459 

1,334 

2,793 

Illegitimate 

162 

148 

310 

All  . 

1,621 

1,482 

3,103 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  (provisional) 

19-3 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent 

... 

. 

10% 

Still  Births 

Notified :  Legitimate  . 

17 

41 

58 

Illegitimate 

6 

1 

7 

All  . 

23 

42 

65 

*Registered:  Legitimate 

10 

28 

38 

Illegitimate 

5 

1 

6 

All  . 

15 

29 

44 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

1400 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  (Registered)* 

... 

3,147 

Infant  Deaths 

*Registered  Legitimate 

28 

26 

54 

Illegitimate 

— 

3 

3 

All  . 

28 

29 

57 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

18-0 

,,  „  ,,  „  „  Legitimate  births 

18-0 

„  „  „  „  „  Illegitimate 

190 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (first  four  weeks)  per  1,000  related  live  births  ... 

140 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (first  week)  per  1 ,000  related  live  births  . . . 

100 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  during  the  first  week) 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

240 

Maternal  Deaths  (excluding  abortion) 

Puerperal  sepsis  ... 

Nil 

Other  Puerperal  causes  ... 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (including  abortions)  per  1,000  total  births*  . . . 

— 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  Deaths  (Registered)  ... 

735 

679 

1,414 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 

8-8 

*  Corrected  for  Inward  and  Outward  Transfers 


10,695  acres 
161,178 
160,730 
50,910 
.  £10,647,456 
£42,418 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1962-1971 
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MATERNAL  DEATHS 

Rate 

per  1,000 

total 

births 

0-3 

m 

6 

1 

m 

6 

1 

1 

O' 

CM 

6 

0-29  ; 

0-31 

1 

Number 

Total 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

ij 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

•-H 

- 

1 

Sepsis 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 
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Rate 
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211 

17  3 

151 

17-0 

19-5 

15-5 

20-0 

15-04 

oo 

18  0 

TOTAL 

64 

56 

53 

60 

68 

52 

69 

50 

58 

57 

4 

weeks 
—  12 
months 

r- 

17 

vO 

CM 

LZ 

r- 

CM 

in 

O' 

in 

Under 

4  weeks 

47 

39 

CO 

O' 

in 

cn 

00 

35 

39 

42 

DEATHS 

Compara¬ 

bility 

factor 

00 

<N 

1-26 

1-31 

1-24 

1-26 

1-25 

1-26 

00-1 

1-25 

1-25 

Rate 

per  1,000 
esti¬ 
mated 
Popula¬ 
tion 

9-6 

10-1 

80 

9-2 

oc 

r- 

00 

1  9-4 

9-6 

8-3 

CO 

do 

Number 

1,304 

TT 

00 

cn 

CO 

00 

1,390 

1,337 

1,334 

in 

1,503 

1,347 

STILLBIRTHS 

Rate 

per  1,000 

total 

births 

16-6 

15-2 

13-4 

12-3 

155 

15-2 

13-0 

11-4 

17-0 

140 

Number 

in 

52 

49 

44 

56 

53 

45 

38 

54 

44 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Compara¬ 

bility 

factor 

£6-0 

ON 

6 

0-92 

0-92 

0-92 

360 

0-92 

0-92 

CM 

O' 

6 

0-92 

Rate 

per  1,000 
esti¬ 
mated 
Popula¬ 
tion 

22-5 

23-1 

24-3 

23-3 

CO 

CM 

CM 

in 

CO 

6 

CM 

22-0 

21-2 

op 

O' 

CO 

O' 

Number 

3,030 

3,359 

3,602 

3,519 

3,494 

3,357 

3,414 

3,324 

3,198 

3,103 

Esti¬ 

mated 

Popula¬ 

tion 

134,820 

136,390 

147,770 

150,700 

152,560 

153,820 

155,390 

156,690 

161,410 

160,730 

Year 

1  1962 

CO 

'O 

O' 

vO 

O' 

1  1965 

9961  1 

r- 

vO 

O' 

8961  1 

6961  1 

0i6I  1 

1971 

14 
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8-61 

9 

cb 
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18  1 

120 

120 

230 

280 

1969 

16-3 

ZIZ 

13  0 

11-4 

180 

15-04 

120 

SOI 

230 

19-9 

00 

vO 

O' 

6-91 

220 

14-0 

130 

18-0 

20-0 

12-3 

14-06 

25-0 

25-0 

1967 

17-2 

2005 

op 

r? 

15-25 

ro 

cb 

15-49 

12-5 

10-4 

25-4 

22-6 

1966 

17-7 

228 

15-4 

in 

in 

19-0 

19-5 

12-9 

op 

26-3 

25-7 

1965 

CO 

r—i 

23-3 

00 

in 

12-3 

19  0 

17-0 

13-0 

111 

26-9 

23-0 

1964 

18-5 

24-3 

16  3 

13-5 

19-9 

15  1 

CO 

rn 

SOI 

28-2 

zzz 

1963 

18-2 

23-1 

17-3 

15-2 

04 

17-3 

14-2 

13-4 

29-3 

27-4 

1962 

9 

ob 

22-5 

CO 

16-6 

21-7 

21-1 

15-1 

15-5 

30-8 

31  1 

England  and  Wales 

Luton  . 

England  and  Wales 

Luton  . 

England  and  Wales 

Luton . 

England  and  Wales 

Luton  . 

England  and  Wales 

Luton . 

Rate  per  1,000 

Live  Births  estimated 

population 

Rate  per  1,000 

Still  Births  ...  total  births 

Rate  per  1,000 

Infant  Mortality  live  births 

Rate  per  1.000 

Neo-Natal  Deaths  live  births 

Rate  per  1,000 
Peri-Natal  Deaths  live  births  and 
stillbirths 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  LIVE  BIRTHS  AS  BETWEEN 
INSTITUTIONAL  AND  DOMICILIARY  CONFINEMENT 

(Corrected  for  Inward  and  Outward  Transfers) 


Institutional 

Domiciliary 

Grand 

Year 

Maternity 

Private 

Per 

District 

Doctors 

Per 

Total 

Hospital 

Nursing 

Total 

Cent 

Mid- 

and 

Total 

Cent 

Units 

Homes 

of  all 

wives 

Parents 

of  all 

1967 

2,181 

_ 

2,181 

651 

1,174 

2 

1,176 

34-9 

3,357 

1968 

2,257 

— 

2,257 

66-1 

1,157 

— 

1,157 

33-9 

3,414 

1969 

2,310 

— 

2,310 

69-5 

1,013 

1 

1,014 

30-5 

3,324 

1970 

2,290 

— 

2,290 

71-6 

908 

— 

908 

28-4 

3,198 

1971 

2,382 

— 

2,382 

76-8 

721 

721 

23-2 

3,103 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  STILL  BIRTHS  AS  BETWEEN 
INSTITUTIONAL  AND  DOMICILIARY  CONFINEMENT 

(Corrected  for  Inward  and  Outward  Transfers) 


Cause 

Maternity 

Hospital 

Units 

Domiciliary 

Total 

Maternal  toxaemia 

6 

_ 

6 

Foetal  malformation  ... 

8 

1 

9 

Complications  of  labour 

10 

— 

10 

Prematurity 

— 

— 

— 

Accidental  haemorrhage 

2 

— 

2 

Placental  insufficiency 

11 

1 

12 

Rhesus  incompatibility 

— 

— 

— 

Maternal  illness 

2 

— 

2 

Unknown  causes 

3 

— 

3 

Total 

42 

2 

44 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 


(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year 

1 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which: — 

(a)  Vision  lost 

Nil 

(b)  Vision  impaired . 

Nil 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of  year  ... 

Nil 

DEATHS  OF  LUTON  RESIDENTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1971 
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DEATHS  OF  LUTON  RESIDENTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1971  (continued) 
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DEATHS  OF  LUTON  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE  DURING  1971 
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DEATHS  OF  LUTON  RESIDENTS  DURING  THE  YEARS  1962-1971 
FROM  CARCINOMA  OF  THE  LUNG  OR  BRONCHUS 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

For  the  first  time  since  1968,  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
primary  notifications  of  respiratory  tuberculosis.  The  total  of  49  notified 
cases  in  1971  representing  a  notification  rate  of  0-3  per  thousand  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  compared  with  that  of  0-4  for  1970. 

One  death  was  attributed  to  respiratory  tuberculosis,  a  male  aged  57 
years . 

Forty-two  patients  were  removed  from  the  register  as  “recovered”. 

Comparative  tables  are  to  be  found  on  page  23. 


PARTICULARS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  AND 
ALL  DEATHS  FROM  THE  DISEASE  DURING  1971 


Age 

Periods 

Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

1  year 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_  | 

5  „  . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

10  „  . 

4 

3 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

___ 

_  . 

15  „  . 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

20  „  . 

2 

5 

— 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

25  „  . 

4 

6 

2 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

35  „  . 

5 

3 

1 

_ 

_ 

____ 

_ 

45  „  . 

3 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

55  „  . 

3* 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

65+  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

30 

19 

5 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

★ 


Includes  one  re-notification 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  eases  of  tuberculosis  notified  in 
Luton  during  each  of  the  last  five  years  together  with  the  number  of  deaths : — 


Notified 

Deaths 

Year 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1967 

23 

15 

3 

1 

1968 

52* 

17 

3 

— 

1969 

63* 

21 

4 

— 

1970 

75* 

23 

3 

— 

1971 

49* 

12 

1 

— 

*  Includes  re-notifications 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the 
31st  December,  1971,  together  with  the  numbers  added  to  the  register  and 
those  removed  during  the  year. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

No.  of  cases  on  the  Register  of  Notifica¬ 
tions  on  1st  January 

294 

127 

19 

71 

No.  of  cases  notified  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year  ... 

29 

19 

5 

7 

No.  of  cases  transferred  from  other 
districts 

3 

4 

2 

No.  of  cases  reinstated  to  the  Register  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

327 

150 

24 

80 

No.  of  cases  removed  from  the  Register 
during  the  year  on  account  of  having : — 
(a)  recovered 

27 

15 

6 

3 

(b)  removed  from  the  district  ... 

2 

2 

1 

_ 

(c)  died  from  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

(d)  died  from  other  causes 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(e)  lost  sight  of  ... 

11 

2 

3 

_  ( 

(f)  other  causes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Register 
on  31st  December 

284 

131 

14 

77 

The  total  of  415  respiratory  cases  on  the  register  at  31st  December,  1971, 
shows  a  decrease  of  6  over  the  previous  year  and  represents  a  prevalence 
rate  of  2-6  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


FOOD  POISONING 

No.  of  notifications  .  16 

Identified  Agents : 

Salmonella  Typhi-murium  .  9 

Salmonella  Enteritidis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Unknown  Causes .  5 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948  and  NATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 

Section  47 

Removal  to  suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  take  action  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  National  Assistance  Acts  for  the  removal  to  hospital  of  any  persons 
requiring  care  and  attention. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Although  the  Department  was  without  the  services  of  a  Health  Education 
Officer  throughout  the  year,  courses  of  lectures  on  various  aspects  of  health 
and  hygiene  were  given  by  Health  Visitors  and  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
whilst  the  special  series  of  lectures  on  mothercraft,  including  instruction  in 
relaxation  for  expectant  mothers,  was  continued  at  five  of  the  Council’s 
purpose  built  Child  Health  Clinics. 

The  exhibition  of  posters  and  distribution  of  leaflets  and  other  health 
education  material  continued  as  a  routine  measure. 


PERSONAL 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 


NATIONAL 
HEALTH 
SERVICE 
ACT,  1946 
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SECTION  22— CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
(a)  Child  Health  Clinics 

With  the  attachment  of  health  visitors  to  general  practitioners’  practices 
several  medical  practitioners  now  hold  additional  child  health  sessions  in 
their  own  surgeries,  the  health  visitor  also  being  in  attendance.  This  accounts 
for  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  sessions  held  at  the  Child  Health  Clinics. 
In  the  event  health  visitors  attended  161  sessions  held  in  general  practi¬ 
tioner  surgeries  and  child  attendances  totalled  1,896. 

Two  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-three  (78-9%)  of  all  children  born 
during  1971  were  brought  to  a  clinic  by  their  parents  during  the  year.  This 
figure  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  as  can  the  average  attendance  of  50  per 
session  at  the  child  health  clinics. 


Year 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

No.  of  sessions 

Total  attendances 
Average  attendances 

1,227 

53,629 

44 

1,226 

56,771 

46 

1,244 

57,335 

46 

1,226 

56,416 

46 

1,225 

54,380 

44 

1,093 

54,701 

50 

Immunisations  are  carried  out  at  all  Clinics  and  during  1971  over 
2,500  children  were  immunised  at  the  child  health  clinics  against  diphtheria 
and  poliomyelitis. 


NUMBER  OF  CONSULTATIONS,  WEIGHINGS,  ETC.,  AT 
CHILD  HEALTH  CLINICS,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1971 


Clinic 

Number 

of 

Sessions 

Attendances 

Medical  Officer’s 
Consultations 

0-1  year 

1-5  years 

1st 

Sub. 

1st 

Sub. 

Under 

1  year 

1-5 

years 

Beechwood 

59 

212 

1,601 

290 

1,315 

59 

63 

Castle  Street 

52 

102 

792 

19 

950 

44 

19 

Dallow  Road  ... 

100 

332 

2,399 

140 

1,558 

156 

72 

Farley  Hill 

52 

58 

834 

8 

1,074 

81 

21 

Gooseberry  Hill 

101 

161 

2,450 

137 

2,686 

128 

149 

High  St.  Leagrave 

95 

167 

1,513 

40 

3,054 

80 

204 

Marsh  Rd.  „ 

51 

128 

1,797 

208 

3,001 

28 

117 

Lewsey  Farm  ... 

88 

193 

1,380 

446 

2,866 

99 

102 

Limbury 

89 

163 

1,476 

15 

2,168 

125 

83 

Park  Street 

51 

55 

352 

20 

406 

28 

9 

Round  Green  ... 

52 

139 

1,627 

5 

1,535 

133 

19 

St.  Anne’s 

48 

130 

1,581 

1 

1,636 

132 

18 

Stopsley 

102 

199 

2,139 

5 

691 

59 

137 

Sundon  Park  ... 

102 

298 

2,591 

780 

2,483 

117 

251 

Vauxhall  Park  ... 

51 

106 

1,262 

47 

880 

52 

56 

Total 

1,093 

2,443 

23,794 

2,161 

26,303 

1,321 

1 ,320 
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(, b )  Toddlers’  Clinics 

Parents  are  specially  invited  to  bring  their  children  to  the  clinic  when 
they  attain  their  third  birthday.  The  purpose  is  to  enable  the  medical  officer 
to  see  each  child  before  it  reaches  school  age  in  order  that  arrangements  can 
be  made  for  any  defects  found  to  be  referred  for  treatment. 

During  1971,  631  children  attended  the  clinic  for  this  purpose. 


(c)  Family  Planning  Clinics 

(i)  Local  Health  Authority 

In  accordance  with  the  powers  contained  in  the  National  Health  Service 
(Family  Planning)  Act  1967,  free  advice  on  contraception  is  now  available  at 
local  health  authority  clinics  for  persons  both  on  social  and  medical  grounds. 

Supplies  and  medical  appliances  are  made  available  free  of  charge  to 
patients  attending  for  medical  reasons. 

Sessions  increased  from  244  to  322  and  attendances  from  4,536  to  5,168 
an  average  attendance  of  approximately  16  per  session. 


Clinics  are  now  held  as  follows : — 

Beechwood  . 

Stopsley  Clinic . 

Gooseberry  Hill  . 

High  Street,  Leagrave . 

Lewsey  Farm . 

Sundon  Park  . 


Weekly 

Fortnightly 

Fortnightly 

Fortnightly 

Fortnightly 

Fortnightly 


The  following  summary  shows  the  details  of  attendances  at  clinics  for 
advice,  examination  and  prescription. 


Clinic 

No.  of 
Sessions 

New  Cases 
First 

Attendance 

Old  Cases 
First 

Attendance 
this  year 

Subsequent 
Attendances 
this  year 
(Consulta¬ 
tions) 

Total 

Attendances 

(Consulta¬ 

tions) 

Beechwood 

51 

208 

144 

727 

1,079 

Stopsley 

48 

131 

201 

422 

754 

Gooseberry  Hill 

49 

141 

200 

411 

752 

Sundon  Park 

47 

175 

146 

518 

839 

High  St.,  Leagrave 

32 

163 

176 

499 

838 

Lewsey  Farm 

50 

56 

151 

465 

672 

Farley  Hill 

45 

44 

31 

159 

234 

Totals  ... 

322 

918 

1,049 

3,201 

5,168 
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An  Intra-Uterinc  Contraceptive  Device  Clinic  was  held  weekly  through¬ 
out  the  year,  alternating  between  the  Central  Clinic  at  Dallow  Road  and  the 
Child  Health  Clinic  at  High  Street,  Leagrave. 

Details  of  attendances  during  1971  which  show  an  increase  of  190  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  year,  are  set  out  below: — 


Clinic 

No.  of 
Sessions 

New  Cases 
First 

Attendance 

Old  Cases 
First 

Attendance 
this  Year 

Subsequent 
Attendances 
this  Year 
(Consulta¬ 
tions) 

Total 

Attendances 

(Consulta¬ 

tions) 

High  St.,  Leagrave 

24 

144 

160 

208 

512 

Dallow  Road 

28 

182 

203 

216 

601 

Totals 

52 

326 

363 

424 

1,113 

(ii)  Family  Planning  Association 

The  Association  continued  to  hold  ten  evening  sessions  per  month, 
rent  free,  at  the  Council’s  Beechwood  Health  Clinic. 

The  Association  held  127  sessions  (providing  223  doctor  sessions). 
The  number  of  patients  attending  increased  from  881  in  1970  to  1,179  in 
1971  and  total  attendances  increased  from  2,906  to  3,205. 


No.  of 
Clinic 
Sessions 

New  Cases 
First 

Attendance 

Old  Cases 
First 

Attendance 
this  Year 

Subsequent 
Attendances 
this  Year 
(Consultations) 

Total 

Attendances 

(Consultations) 

127 

481 

698 

2,026 

3,205 

( d )  Orthopaedic  and  Ophthalmic  Clinics 

Children  under  the  age  of  five  years  requiring  Orthopaedic  or  Ophthalmic 
treatment  are  referred  to  the  ordinary  School  Clinic  sessions. 


Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Under  1  year 

1-5  years 

Total 

No.  of  New  Cases 

1 

13 

14 

No.  of  first  attendances 

— 

19 

19 

No.  of  subsequent  attendances 

— 

5 

5 

Total  attendances  ... 

1 

37 

38 

Disposal 

No.  of  cases  referred  for  exercises  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  cases  referred  to  hospital  Outpatients’  Department  ...  10 

No.  of  cases  discharged  .  5 
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Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Under  1  year 

1  5  years 

Total 

No.  of  new  cases 

15 

58 

73 

No.  of  first  attendances 

4 

100 

104 

No.  of  subsequent  attendances 

2 

63 

65 

Total  attendances  ... 

21 

221 

242 

Errors  of 

Other 

Prescription 

Refraction 

diseases 

for 

and  Squint 

or  defects 

Spectacles 

No.  of  new  cases 

71 

2 

25 

No.  of  first  attendances 

103 

1 

15 

No.  of  subsequent  attendances 

65 

— 

2 

Four  children  were  referred  to  hospital  for  advice  or  treatment. 


( e )  Dental  Clinic 

Expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  five  years  of  age 
continue  to  attend  the  ordinary  School  Clinic  sessions  for  treatment. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  282  patients  were  seen  as  follows: — 


Expectant  and 
nursing 

mothers 

No. 

examined 

T  reat- 
ment 
com¬ 
menced 

Treat¬ 

ment 

com¬ 

pleted 

Treatment  Provided 

Scaling 

Fillings 

Extrac¬ 

tions 

Genl. 

Anaes. 

Den¬ 

tures 

Radio¬ 

graphy 

13 

13 

9 

6 

24 

2 

_ 

2 

2 

Children 
under  five  ... 

269 

221 

133 

13 

504 

181 

100 

— 

— 

(/)  Audiology  Clinic 


Under  1  year 

1-5  years 

Total 

No.  of  new  cases 

2 

8 

10 

No.  of  first  attendances  in  year 

— 

5 

5 

No.  of  subsequent  attendances 

— 

8 

8 

Total 

2 

21 

23 

Five  children  were  recommended  to  have  hearing  aids. 


(g)  Speech  Therapy 

Twenty-four  pre-school  children  made  a  total  of  79  attendances  for 
speech  therapy.  Seventeen  of  the  children  attended  for  assessment  and  the 
remainder  for  treatment. 
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(//)  Premature  Infants 

Two  hundred  and  one  premature  births  (51  lbs.  or  less  at  birth)  were 
registered  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  176  survived  the  crucial  first 
four  weeks  of  life.  Of  the  25  who  died,  3  weighed  2  lbs.  3  ozs.  or  less  at  birth 
and  a  further  11  weighed  between  2  lbs.  3  ozs.  and  3  lbs.  4  ozs.  at  birth. 

Premature  births  registered  during  the  year  are  analysed  in  the  table  on 
page  31  according  to  place  of  birth  and  birth  weight. 


Place  of  birth 

Registered  Births 

Born  in  Maternity  Institutions: — 

(a)  Under  control  of  North-West  Regional  Hospital  Board  180 
Born  at  home  .  21 

Total  .  201 


REGISTERED  PREMATURE  INFANTS* 
CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  BIRTH  WEIGHT 
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(i)  Incidence  of  Congenital  Malformations 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  to  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  information  is  supplied  to  the 
General  Register  Office  concerning  congenital  defects  apparent  at  birth. 

A  summary  and  analysis  of  the  notifications  received  during  1971  are 
given  below: — 


Summary  of  Notifications 


Number  of  notifications  received  during  year 

45 

Number  of  live  births  included  in  (i)  above 

39 

Number  of  still  births  included  in  (i)  above 

6 

Total  number  of  malformations  notified  as  apparent  at  birth  . 

63 

Number  of  children  with  multiple  abnormalities  . 

11 

Analysis  of  Malformation  Notified 


Code 

Defect 

Code 

Defect 

0 

Central  nervous  system 

6 

Limbs 

■1  Anencephalus 

7 

•0  Polydactyly 

1 

•4  Hydrocephalus 

4 

•2  Reduction  deformity 

•6  Other  unspecified  mal- 

hand  or  arm 

1 

formations  of  brain  or 

•3  Reduction  deformity 

spinal  cord 

4 

leg  or  foot 

1 

•8  Spina  Bifida 

8 

•4  Unspecified  reduction 

•9  Unspecified  malforma- 

deformity  of  limbs 

1 

tions  of  brain,  spinal 

■5  Talipes 

5 

cord  and  nervous  sys- 

•6  Congenital  dislocation 

tern 

2 

of  hip 

9 

•9  Unspecified  limb  mal- 

1 

Eye  and  ear 

formations 

1 

•8  Accessory  auricle 

1 

7 

Other  parts  of  musculo- 

2 

Alimentary  system 

skeletal  system 

•1  Cleft  lip 

4 

•1  Malformations  of  skull 

•2  Cleft  palate 

4 

or  face  bones 

1 

•2  Malformations  of  spine- 

3 

Heart  and  great  vessels 

scoliosis  curvature- 

•0  Unspecified  malforma- 

lordosis  not  otherwise 

tions  of  heart  and  cir- 

stated 

1 

culatory  system 

1 

8 

Other  systems 

5 

Urino-genital  system 

•0  Branchial  cleft,  cyst  or 

•7  Hypospadias, 

fistula,  pre-auricular 

epispadias 

2 

sinus 

1 

•1  Indeterminate  sex  and 

•9  Exomphalus  ompha- 

true  hermaphroditism 

1 

locele  (excluding  um- 

•9  Other  specified  mal- 

bilical  hernia) 

1 

formations  of  urino- 

genital  organs  (includes 

9 

Other  malformations 

pseudo  -  hermaphro- 

•9  Multiple  congenital 

ditism) 

1 

malformations  not 

specified 

1 
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SECTION  23— MIDWIFERY 
(a)  Ante-Natal  Clinics 


(i)  Attendances — 1971 


Clinic 

No.  of 
Sessions 

Midwives’ 

Sessions 

G.P.’s  Con¬ 
sultations 

Totals 

New 

Cases 

Total 

Att. 

New 

Cases 

Total 

Att. 

New 

Cases 

Total 

Att. 

Dal  low  Road 

50 

128 

744 

_ 

_ 

128 

744 

Farley  Hill 

52 

81 

404 

— 

_ 

81 

404 

Stopsley  ... 

104 

155 

1,143 

304 

1,969 

459 

3,112 

955 

Gooseberry  Hill  ... 

68 

25 

74 

166 

881 

191 

High  Street,  Leagrave 

50 

— 

— 

95 

436 

95 

436 

Beechwood 

51 

43 

328 

41 

187 

84 

515 

Lewsey  Farm 

55 

34 

167 

17 

112 

51 

279 

Sundon  Park 

80 

71 

261 

61 

896 

132 

1,157 

Totals 

510 

537 

3,121 

684 

4,481 

1,221 

7,602 

Of  the  1,221  cases  booked  at  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  368  were  admitted  to 
Hospital,  five  moved  to  other  areas  and  three  pregnancies  terminated  during 
the  year.  & 


(ii)  Blood  Samples  and  Haemoglobin  Levels  ( All  Clinics ) 

Number  of  blood  samples  taken  for  the  first  time  during  pregnancy 

Total  number  of  blood  samples  taken . 

Number  of  blood  samples  taken  where  rhesus  antibodies  detected 

„  „  rhesus  positive  cases  . 

„  „  rhesus  negative  cases  . 

„  „  patients  rhesus  factor  not  available  . 

„  „  W.R.  and  Kahn  positive  cases  . 

The  following  tables  show  the  distribution  of  haemoglobin  levels  in 
blood  samples  taken  for  the  first  time  in  pregnancies  occurring  in  1971  A 
level  below  80%  generally  indicates  some  degree  of  anaemia;  166  or  30-1°/  fell 
below  this  level. 


552 

1,032 

5 

476 

76 

Nil 

1 


Haemoglobin  level 

Number 

of  cases 

Under  50%  ... 

50-54% 

1 

55-59%  . 

1 

60-64% 

3 

65-69% 

12 

70-74% 

32 

75-79% 

117 

80-84% 

173 

85-89% 

127 

90-94% 

68 

95-99% 

11 

Over  99% 

7 

Not  Stated  ... 

All  Groups 

552 

34 


Mean  Haemoglobin  levels  related  to  period  of  gestation 


Period  of 
gestation 
at  first  visit 
vveek(s) 

No.  of 
patients 

Mean  Hb. 
level 

(per  cent) 

Per  cent  of  patients 
with  Hb.  level  below 
10-15  g.  per  100  m.l. 
(70%) 

Per  cent  of  patients 
with  Hb.  level  below 
8-7  g.  per  100  m.l. 

~  (60%) 

0-12 

107 

85  06 

0-93 

— 

13-24  ... 

320 

82-72 

2-50 

0-63 

25-36  ... 

88 

79-89 

5-68 

— 

Over  36  ... 

5 

77-00 

20-00 

—  j 

Not  stated 

32 

85-12 

(, b )  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

(i)  Staff.  There  were  18  domiciliary  midwives  on  the  staff  for  most  of 
the  year. 

In  addition  34  pupil  midwives  from  the  Luton  Maternity  Hospital  com¬ 
pleted  their  district  training  with  the  domiciliary  midwives,  12  of  whom  are 
approved  by  the  Cential  Midwives  Board  for  the  teaching  of  pupil  midwives. 
In  accordance  with  a  programme  approved  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board, 
the  pupil  midwives  were  afforded  the  opportunity  of  visiting  Day  Nurseries, 
Junior  and  Adult  Training  Centres  and  Family  Planning  Clinics;  they  were 
also  given  an  insight  into  the  work  of  other  community  services. 

(ii)  Guthrie  Test  for  Phenylketonuria.  In  accordance  with  the  recommen¬ 
dations  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  Working  Party  on  Phenylketonuria, 
midwives  continued  the  collection  of  blood  specimens  from  babies  in  their 
care  after  the  sixth  day  of  life.  Staff  at  the  Luton  Maternity  Hospital  are 
responsible  for  collecting  specimens  from  all  babies  in  hospital  on  the  sixth 
day. 

All  specimens  are  forwarded  to  the  Neonatal  Screening  Laboratory  at  the 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Great  Ormond  Street  and  the  results  of  the  tests 
are  returned  to  the  Health  Department  for  recording.  No  cases  were 
ascertained  during  the  year. 

The  domiciliary  midwives  continued  to  test  all  infants  under  their  care 
for  Congenital  Dislocation  of  the  hip.  Three  cases  were  ascertained  during  the 
year. 


Percentage  of  Home  Confinements 


1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

No.  of  Domiciliary 
Confinements 

1,341 

1,174 

1,157 

1,014 

910 

723 

Percentage  of  Total 
Confinements 

39% 

35% 

34% 

30% 

28% 

23% 

Since  1966  there  has  been  a  gradual  decrease  in  the  number  of  home 
confinements.  Indeed,  the  total  of  723  is  the  lowest  number  since  1960. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  due  to  the  increased  number  of  hospital  beds  now 
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available  but  which  has  brought  about  an  increase  in  the  number  of  early 
discharges  from  hospital  from  604  in  1970  to  810  in  1971.  Details  of  these 
early  discharges  are  set  out  on  page  36. 

Altogether,  midwives  made  a  total  20,056  visits  to  patients  during  1971. 

Of  the  patients  confined  at  home  651  (90-0%)  received  some  form  of 
analgesia.  Analgesia  was  not  given  in  72  cases  for  the  following  reasons. 

Born  before  arrival  of  midwife .  31 

Precipitate  labour  1 

Refused  Analgesia  .  31 

Too  far  advanced  in  labour  on  arrival  of 
midwife  9 


Summary  of  Work  of  Domiciliary  Midwives  during  1971 


Administration  of  Analgesia: 

Midwife  only 
present  at  time 
of  delivery 
of  child 

Doctor  and 
Midwife  present 
at  time  of 
delivery  of  child 

All 

Pethidine,  Trilene  and  General 

Anaesthetic  ... 

_ 

Pethidine  only 

124 

38 

162 

Pethidine  and  Trilene 

228 

108 

336 

Trilene  only 

121 

32 

153 

No  analgesia  ... 

63 

9 

72 

General  Anaesthetic 

_ 

Pethidine  and  General  Anaes- 

thetic 

_ 

Trilene  and  General  Anaesthetic 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  deliveries 

attended 

536 

187 

723 

Visits 

Visits  to  patients :  (a)  Pre-natal  period  ... 

( b )  Labour  period 

(c)  Lying-in-period  . . . 

(d)  Non-Effective 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  . 

Number  of  infantile  deaths  . 

Midwives  Clinics: 

Number  of  sessions  held  . 

Attendances  made  by  Patients 
Cases  in  which  Medical  Aid  was  sought  ... 

Mothercraft  and  Relaxation  Classes: 

Number  of  Sessions  held  . 

Attendances  made  by  Patients 


4,814 

1,194 

13,087 

961 


20,056 

Nil 

Nil 


266 

3,121 

11 


158 

1,063 
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ANALYSIS  OF  DELIVERIES  IN  HOSPITAL  AND  AT  HOME 
BY  AGE  AND  PARITY  OF  MOTHER 


Number  of  previous  pregnancies 


Age  Group 

0 

1- 

-2 

3-4 

5-6 

7  + 

Not  Stated 

Hosp. 

Home 

Hosp. 

Home 

Hosp. 

Home 

Hosp. 

Home 

Hosp. 

Home 

Hosp. 

Home 

Hosp. 

Home 

All  Ages 

2,327 

723 

786 

151 

946 

496 

389 

72 

121 

4 

61 

— 

24 

— 

16  and  Under 

29 

— 

25 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17-20 

422 

67 

279 

34 

130 

33 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

21-24 

608 

251 

253 

80 

233 

158 

56 

13 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

25-30 

781 

333 

187 

36 

360 

256 

176 

38 

41 

3 

12 

— 

5 

— 

31-35 

305 

56 

23 

1 

115 

42 

92 

12 

45 

1 

28 

— 

2 

— 

36  and  Over 

154 

16 

10 

— 

40 

7 

53 

9 

26 

— 

21 

— 

4 

— 

Not  Stated 

28 

— 

9 

— 

14 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  FROM  MIDWIVES  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1971 


Domi¬ 

ciliary 

Midwives 

Maternity 

Hospital 

and 

Extension 

Inde¬ 

pendent 

Practice 

Total 

(a)  Intention  to  practice 

22 

61 

1 

84 

( b )  Intention  to  cease 

practice 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Change  of  address 

2 

8 

— 

10 

( d )  Change  of  name  ... 

1 

2 

— 

3 

( e )  Sending  for  medical 

help 

11 

— 

— 

11 

(/)  Stillbirths  occurring 

in  practice 

2 

— 

— 

2 

C g)  Deaths  occurring  in 
practice — 

(i)  Mothers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Infants 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(h)  Laying  out  the  dead 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(»)  Liability  to  be  a 

source  of  infection 

3 

3 

Distribution  of  Midwives,  31st  December,  1971. 

(a)  Domiciliary  Midwives — 

Whole-time .  18 

Part-time  .  1 

( b )  Maternity  Hospital  .  55 

(c)  Private  Practice  (Independent)  .  1 
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SECTION  24— HEALTH  VISITING 

The  establishment  of  Health  Visitors  was  increased  by  six  during  the  year 
to  a  total  of  44.  As  in  previous  years  it  was  necessary  to  employ  State  Regis¬ 
tered  Nurses  to  supplement  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  on  the  staff  14  full-time  and  three  part-time  Health  Visitors 
and  23  full-time  and  three  part-time  State  Registered  Nurses. 

During  the  year  two  Health  Visitors  attended  a  Course  in  First  Line 
Management  whilst  three  others  attended  recognised  Refresher  Courses. 

1971  saw  the  first  completed  year  of  attachment  of  Health  Visitors  to 
General  Practitioners.  It  is  significant  that  this  closer  involvement  coincided 
with  an  increase  of  10,216  in  total  visits  to  all  categories.  In  addition  to  an 
increase  of  3,544  visits  to  children  under  5  years,  upwards  of  4,500  visits  were 
made  to  persons  over  65  years. 

Screening  tests  for  hearing  are  carried  out  when  the  infant  is  approxi¬ 
mately  eight  months  old.  Children  are  selected  from  the  “At  Risk”  register, 
and  also  if  there  is  any  reason  to  suspect  hearing  loss. 


SUMMARY  OF  HOME  VISITS 

Children  under  1  year:  First  visits  ...  . 

Re-visits  . 

Children  1-5  years:  First  visits . 

Re-visits  . 

Expectant  mothers  .  . 

Persons  aged  65  and  over 

Special  visits,  infectious  diseases,  etc. 

Non-effective  visits 


3,559 

5,019 

-  8,578 

4,507 

9,903 

-  14,410 

770 

4,567 

6,686 

5,210 


40,221 


SECTION  25— HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

The  establishment  of  District  Nurses  was  revised  during  the  year  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  a  total  of  32  District  Nurses,  an  increase  in  establishment  of  two. 

Two  District  Nurses  attended  a  Course  in  First  Line  Management  during 
the  year.  In  addition,  two  others  attended  a  Course  at  the  North  Western 
Polytechnic  and  obtained  the  Certificate  in  Practical  Work  Instruction. 
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During  the  year  more  than  48,000  domiciliary  visits  were  made  to  up¬ 
wards  of  2,500  patients  of  whom  56%  were  over  the  age  of  65.  In  addition 
approximately  24,500  patients  were  seen  by  the  nurses  at  doctors’  surgeries. 
Details  of  patients  seen  arc  set  out  below. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  AND  VISITS 


Type  of  Case 

Number  of  Cases 

Number  of  Visits 

Acute  ... 

402 

4,071 

Chronic 

1,135 

31,007 

Medical 

601 

7,072 

Surgical 

439 

6,21 1 

Mental 

6 

60 

Iatrogenic 

1 

14 

Total  ... 

2,584 

48,435 

CASES  ATTENDED  BY  TYPE,  AGE  AND  SEX 


Type 

Male 

Female 

All 

Ages  in  Years 

Ages  in  Years 

0-4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65  + 

0-4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65  + 

Heart  Failure 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

5 

26 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

99 

133 

Heart  Lesions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

14 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

20 

40 

Varicose  Ulcers 

— 

— 

— 

2 

11 

19 

— 

— 

— 

4 

19 

80 

135 

Vascular  Lesions  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

17 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

23 

52 

Blood  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

36 

— 

_ 

11 

21 

41 

111 

230 

Cerebral  Lesions  ... 

1 

— 

— 

5 

10 

44 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

61 

126 

Disorders  of  Nervous  System 

2 

— 

— 

2 

7 

10 

— 

1 

1 

8 

23 

13 

67 

Senility 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

149 

189 

Paralysis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

4 

15 

Respiratory  Disease 

— 

2 

1 

— 

14 

30 

— 

— 

— 

5 

10 

46 

108 

Asthma 

4 

5 

1 

— 

4 

3 

1 

2 

— 

4 

4 

5 

33 

Gastro-Intestinal  Disorder 

1 

2 

7 

30 

43 

32 

— 

2 

11 

44 

78 

58 

308 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

5 

7 

— 

_ 

1 

3 

11 

21 

50 

Peptic  Ulcers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

1 

Constipation 

1 

5 

— 

— 

6 

16 

4 

— 

4 

7 

8 

23 

74 

Bone  and  Muscle  Lesions 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

2 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

2 

5 

10 

Rheumatism  and  Arthritis 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7 

14 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

20 

85 

128 

Skin  Diseases 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

2 

17 

Gynaecology 

2 

7 

9 

37 

55 

Pregnancy  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

6 

Abortion 

Ear,  Nose,  Throat  and  Eye 

. 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

1 

4 

4 

6 

4 

13 

8 

28 

Other 

1 

3 

2 

1 

6 

13 

2 

— 

6 

13 

22 

32 

101 

Infection 

1 

1 

7 

8 

3 

4 

1 

1 

4 

7 

5 

20 

62 

Inflammation 

— 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

1 1 

27 

Neoplasm  ... 

— 

1 

— 

4 

22 

39 

— 

— 

1 

6 

26 

37 

136 

Accident  and  Injury 

12 

10 

3 

6 

14 

15 

9 

8 

7 

14 

35 

63 

196 

Post-Operative 

7 

7 

10 

19 

33 

25 

2 

11 

19 

53 

41 

22 

249 

Total . 

31 

39 

35 

86 

212 

416 

20 

27 

74 

221 

383 

1,040 

2,584 
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Treatment 
Dressings 
Injections 
Immunisations: 
Poliomyelitis 
Diphtheria,  etc. 
Smallpox 
Sutures  removed 
Ear  syringes  ... 
Varicose  Ulcers 
Cervical  Cytology 
Other  ... 


No.  of  patients 
seen  at  surgeries 
4,746 
4,374 

3,107 

4,267 

1,562 

2,005 

1,762 

723 

111 

2,016 


DURATION  OF  NURSING  CARE  (Completed  cases  only) 


Type  of  Cases 

7  days 
or  less 

8-28 

days 

1-3 

months 

3-6 

months 

Over  6 
months 

All 

Acute  ... 

207 

91 

46 

12 

8 

364 

Chronic 

182 

114 

126 

48 

142 

612 

Medical 

406 

71 

58 

25 

38 

598 

Surgical 

175 

132 

65 

14 

16 

402 

Mental 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Iatrogenic 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

972 

410 

295 

100 

205 

1,982 

SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 
Vaccination 

(a)  Smallpox 

In  November,  the  Secretary  of  State  accepted  the  advice  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  that  vaccination  against  Small¬ 
pox  need  no  longer  be  recommended  as  a  routine  procedure  in  early  childhood. 
Vaccination  continues  to  be  recommended  for  travellers  to  and  from  coun¬ 
tries  where  smallpox  is  endemic  or  where  eradication  programmes  are  in 
progress  and  for  health  service  staff  who  may  come  into  contact  with  patients. 

In  the  event,  statistics  of  smallpox  vaccination  have  been  discontinued. 
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(b)  Poliomyelitis 

There  was  an  increase  of  568  in  the  total  number  of  children  who 
received  a  primary  course  of  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis,  although 
497  fewer  children  received  a  re-inforcing  course. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  who  received  courses 
during  the  year. 


Year  of  Birth 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1964-66 

1955-63 

Total 

Primary  Course 

245 

2,265 

540 

82 

41 

103 

106 

3,382 

Re-Inforcing 

Course 

3 

90 

103 

29 

33 

2,281 

189 

2,728 

Total 

248 

2,355 

643 

111 

74 

2,384 

295 

6,110 

It  is  estimated  that  the  percentage  of  children  under  the  age  of  16  years 
who  have  received  protection  is  79-8%. 


Age  at  31.12.71 

Under 

1  year 

1  year 

2  years 

3  years 

4  years 

5-9 

years 

10-14 

years 

15-16 

years 

Total 

No.  of  persons  who 
have  completed  a 
primary  course 

245 

2,540 

2,689 

2,879 

2,736 

13,776 

12,178 

2,370 

39,413 

Estimated 

population 

16,696 

15,681 

14,103 

2,901 

49,381 

Percentage 

66-4% 

87-8% 

86-3% 

81-7% 

79-8% 

(c)  Measles 

.  Measles  vaccination  which  was  first  introduced  in  1968,  was  continued 
during  the  year  when  a  total  of  1,560  children  were  vaccinated,  889  by  general 
practitioners  and  671  at  local  health  authority  clinics. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  vaccinated: 


Under  2  years 

2-5  years 

Over  5  years 

482 

906 

172 
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(d)  Rubella  ( German  Measles ) 

In  July,  1970,  a  recommendation  was  received  from  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  that  vaccination  against  rubella  should  be 
offered  to  all  girls  between  their  11th  and  14th  birthdays,  but  that  initially 
priority  should  be  given  to  the  older  girls,  i.e.  those  in  their  14th  year  (aged  13). 
The  purpose  of  the  recommendation  is  to  ensure  that  as  many  girls  as  possible 
are  offered  protection  against  rubella  by  vaccination  before  reaching  child¬ 
bearing  age  because  of  the  known  association  of  certain  foetal  abnormalities 
with  rubella  infection  in  pregnancy. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  1,286  girls  in  their  14th  year  received  vaccina¬ 
tion  compared  with  510  girls  in  1970. 

Immunisation 

Immunisation  sessions  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and 
Tetanus  are  held  at  each  of  the  Child  Health  Clinics  in  addition  to  those  held 
at  the  Central  Clinic  in  Dallow  Road. 

Reinforcing  injections  are  now  only  given  on  entry  to  school  at  five  years. 

The  figure  of  3,299  children  who  received  primary  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  is  the  highest  since  1964  and  is  an  increase  of  480  compared  with 
1970.  Similarly  the  figure  of  2,971  children  who  were  immunised  against 
Whooping  Cough  is  an  increase  of  376  over  the  previous  year  and  the  highest 
figure  since  1967. 

One  child  in  every  four  is,  however,  still  unprotected  at  the  age  of  school 


entry. 

No.  of  immunisation  sessions  held  at  clinics  ...  ...  ...  225 

No.  of  children  immunised  at  clinics 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  .  Ill 

Triple  Antigen  1,720 

-  1,831 

No.  of  children  immunised  by  general  practitioners 

Tetanus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  .  217 

Triple  Antigen  1,251 

-  1,587 

Total  number  of  children  protected  against  Diphtheria . 3,299 

Total  number  of  children  protected  against  Whooping  Cough  ...  2,971 

Total  number  of  children  protected  against  Tetanus  . 3,418 

No.  of  re-inforcing  sessions  held  at  schools  .  28 

No.  of  re-inforcing  courses  at  clinics  .  674 

No.  of  re-inforcing  courses  at  schools  .  861 

No.  of  re-inforcing  courses  by  general  practitioners  .  1,281 

Total  number  of  re-inforcing  courses  . 2,816 


The  diphtheria  immunity  index  of  71-1%  for  children  between  the  ages 
of  1  to  4  years  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  The  following  table  shows 
details  of  immunisations  carried  out  during  the  year. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  1971 


Children  born  in 
years 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1964-66 

1955-63 

Total 

Primary  Courses  ... 

253 

2,189 

546 

84 

35 

91 

101 

3,299 

Reinforcing  Courses 

2 

86 

103 

28 

34 

2,293 

190 

2,736 

Ml  Motorway  multiple  accident,  29th  November,  1971  Photo  by  count#  London  Daily  Expr 
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Percentage  of  child  population  who  had  completed  a  full  course 


of  immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1971. 


Age  group 

Under 

1  year 

1-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

Total 
under  16 

Estimated  percentage  immunised 

8-4% 

711% 

74-2% 

69-3% 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNITY  INDEX 


Age  on  31.12.71 
(i.e.  born  in  year) 

Under  1 
1971 

1-4 

1967-1970 

5-9 

1962-1966 

10-16 

1955-1961 

Total 
Under  16 

A.  Number  of  children  whose 
last  course  (primary  or 
booster)  was  completed  in 
the  period  1967-1971 

253 

11,001 

10,535 

3,642 

25,431 

B.  Number  of  children  whose 
last  course  (primary  or 
booster)  was  completed  in 
the  period  1966  or  earlier  . . . 

6,366 

12,670 

19,036 

C.  Estimated  mid-year  child 
population 

3,020 

13,676 

32, 

585 

49,381 

Immunity  index  100  A/C 

8-4% 

80-4% 

43-4% 

51-5% 

SECTION  27— AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Staff 

In  addition  to  the  Chief  Ambulance  Officer,  the  establishment  provides 
for  a  Controller,  Station  Officer,  five  Shift  Leaders,  30  ambulance  men  and 
four  ambulance  women. 

Considerable  training  took  place  both  locally  and  at  the  Regional  Ambu¬ 
lance  Training  School.  Locally,  there  were  held  three  one  week  training 
courses  involving  26  staff,  whilst  13  personnel  attended  the  two  weeks  and 
six  weeks  courses  held  at  the  Essex  Ambulance  Training  School.  One  ambu¬ 
lance  man  was  also  successful  in  obtaining  his  Associate  Diploma  with  the 
Institute  of  Ambulance  Officers. 

Vehicles 

In  October,  delivery  was  accepted  of  an  additional  sitting  case  vehicle 
equipped  with  an  electric  tail  lift  and  capable  of  carrying  ten  sitting  cases 
and  three  wheelchair  patients.  The  primary  purpose  of  this  vehicle  is  to  cope 
with  the  increased  demands  made  on  the  service  and  in  particular  with  convey¬ 
ance  of  geriatric  cases  to  the  Day  Room  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital. 

Detail 

The  total  of  31,848  patients  carried  shows  an  increase  of  nearly  500 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year,  the  Luton  Ambulance  Service  responded  to  122  separate 
incidents  on  the  M.l.  Motorway  involving  a  total  of  285  casualties,  the  most 
serious  incident  being  the  multiple  crash  on  29th  November.  This  accident 
involved  well  over  a  hundred  vehicles  and  occurred  in  freak  fog  conditions 
at  about  1100  hours  at  the  Leagrave  High  Street  Flyover.  Ambulances  from 
Bedfordshire  and  Hertfordshire  responded  immediately  to  requests  for  assis¬ 
tance  and  a  total  of  42  casualties  were  transported  to  hospital  of  which  eight 
were  deceased. 
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The  service  is  also  responsible  for  the  transport  of  sick  or  injured  persons 
arriving  at  the  Luton  Airport  to  hospital  or  their  own  homes.  In  the  event, 
25  such  cases  were  transported  involving  a  total  mileage  of  4,500  miles. 


SUMMARY  OF  CASES  AND  MILEAGE  1971 


Quarter  Ended 

Accident 

Sickness 

Totals 

All  Cases 

Mileage 

Str. 

S. 

Str. 

S. 

Str. 

S. 

March 

861 

424 

1,130 

5,470 

1,991 

5,894 

7,885 

43,114 

June 

909 

510 

1,278 

5,107 

2,187 

5,617 

7,804 

48,782 

September  ... 

1,023 

480 

965 

5,483 

1,988 

5,963 

7,951 

45,048 

December  ... 

1,004 

402 

1,175 

5,627 

2,179 

6,029 

8,208 

45,280 

Totals 

3,797 

1,816 

4,548 

21,687 

8,345 

23,503 

31,848 

182,724 

SECTION  28— PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER 

CARE 

(i a )  Sick-Room  Appliances 

Nursing  requisites  and  sick  room  appliances  are  available  through  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  during 
the  year  455  articles  of  equipment  were  issued. 

A  small  deposit  is  usually  required  for  each  appliance  on  loan  but  the 
amount  is  refunded  on  return.  The  local  health  authority  makes  a  grant  to 
the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  for  the 
replenishment  and  maintenance  of  the  equipment. 

( b )  Provision  of  Incontinence  Pads 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  contained  in  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  14/63,  a  scheme  for  providing  incontinence  pads  has  been  in  opera¬ 
tion  since  January  1964. 

Where  relatives  collect  the  pads,  issue  is  made  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  family  doctor,  but  usually  the  pads  are  distributed  through  the  domiciliary 
nursing  service  when  the  district  nurse  makes  her  routine  visit  to  the  patient. 
No  charge  is  made  for  the  service. 

During  the  year  63,800  pads  were  issued  compared  with  43,200  for  the 
previous  year. 

(c)  Tuberculosis  After-Care 

One  health  visitor  is  responsible  for  the  after-care  of  tuberculous  patients 
and  works  under  the  direction  of  the  Physician-in-Charge  of  the  Luton  Chest 
Clinic.  Her  duties  include  visiting  patients  in  their  own  homes,  advising  on 
the  prevention  of  spread  of  infection,  making  arrangements  for  examination 
of  contacts  and  reporting  on  the  environmental  and  economic  conditions. 

The  local  health  authority’s  scheme  provides  for  extra  nourishment 
(two  pints  ol  milk  per  day,  and  three  eggs  per  week)  to  be  given  to  patients 
in  necessitous  circumstances.  One  patient  has  received  milk  and  eggs. 
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( d )  B.C.G.  Vaccination 

Since  1957,  facilities  have  been  afforded  to  children  as  they  attained  their 
thirteenth  birthday  to  be  vaccinated  against  tuberculosis.  During  1971, 
1,881  children  were  protected,  and  329  positive  reactors  referred  to  the 
Chest  Clinic  for  investigation.  Further  details  are  contained  in  the  School 
Health  Section  of  the  Report  on  page  103. 

(. e )  Artificial  Kidney  Machines — Adaptation  of  Homes 

In  accordance  with  powers  conferred  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
2/68  and  following  application  from  the  Royal  Free  Hospital,  a  Council  house 
on  the  Lewsey  Farm  Estate  was  adapted  for  haemodialysis  equipment  in  order 
to  allow  a  patient,  a  27  year  old  married  woman,  to  be  discharged  home.  The 
family  had  only  recently  moved  to  Luton  to  be  near  relatives. 

This  is  the  third  patient  to  be  so  assisted  since  the  receipt  of  the  Circular. 

(/)  Chiropody  Service 

The  scheme  provides  for  the  treatment  of  expectant  mothers,  handicapped 
persons  and  aged  persons.  The  majority  of  patients,  however,  fall  into  the  last 
group.  Normally,  six  treatments  per  year  are  permitted  under  the  scheme, 
but  additional  treatments,  as  necessary,  are  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
chiropodist.  Where  patients  are  housebound,  treatments  are  given  in  the 
patient’s  home.  Patients  are  also  permitted  to  attend  the  chiropodist  of  their 
choice. 

The  following  details  show  how  the  scheme  has  developed  over  recent 


years : 

No.  of  Patients 

No.  of  Treatments 

1967 

2,556 

12,372 

1968 

2,466 

13,270 

1969 

1,797 

14,400 

1970 

2,808 

15,396 

1971 

...  3,129 

17,768 

(, g )  Control  of  Venereal  Disease 

A  memorandum  on  contact  tracing  in  the  control  of  venereal  disease 
issued  in  conjunction  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  38/68  recommends 
the  ultimate  responsibility  for  this  form  of  epidemiological  control  should 
rest  with  the  local  health  authority  through  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Visitors  attached  to  General  Practitioners  visit  contacts  referred 
by  the  Venereologist. 

Dr.  G.  Ewart  Cree,  the  Consultant  Venereologist,  comments  on  the 
incidence  of  venereal  disease  in  Luton  as  follows: 

“The  incidence  of  Gonorrhoea  amongst  Luton  residents  attending  the 
Clinic  has  fallen  against  the  National  Trend;  as  the  total  number  of  people 
examined  has  risen  by  10-7%  it  seems  probable  that  some  infections  are  being 
treated  elsewhere.  The  agency  treating  a  case  is  irrelevant  provided  adequate 
diagnostic  follow  up  and  contact  tracing  facilities  are  available. 

Two  cases  of  infectious  Syphillis  were  diagnosed;  both  were  acquired 
outside  Luton. 

A  total  of  223  contact  slips  were  given,  and  as  a  result  126  new 
infections  were  diagnosed  and  treated.” 
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SPECIAL  CLINIC  ATTENDANCES 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Year 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1971 

1970 

1969 

Syphilis 

_ 

7 

20 

4 

12 

18 

4 

19 

38 

Gonorrhoea 

135 

140 

140 

63 

64 

65 

198 

204 

205 

Others 

407 

415 

291 

264 

191 

150 

671 

606 

441 

(h)  Cervical  Cytology 

There  continued  to  be  a  steady  demand  for  this  service;  of  the  1,478 
attendances  761  were  new  registrations,  707  were  periodic  recalls  and  10  were 
for  repeat  smears. 

A  further  314  received  tests  whilst  attending  at  Birth  Control  Clinics,  1 97 
being  new  cases  and  117  recalls. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  clinic  and  attendances. 


Centre 

No.  of 

Clinic  Sessions 

No.  of 

Medical  Officer 
Sessions 

Attendances 

Beechwood 

9 

9 

182 

Gooseberry  Hill 

9 

9 

203 

High  Street,  Leagrave 

7 

7 

169 

Lewsey  Farm  ... 

7 

7 

105 

Stopsley 

11 

1 1 

276 

Dallow  Road  ... 

12 

12 

226 

Sundon  Park  ... 

10 

10 

203 

Farley  Hill  . 

8 

8 

114 

73 

73 

1,478 

The  table  on  page  47  overleaf  sets  out  details  of  all  women  who  received 
tests  during  the  year. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

GENERAL 

The  area  of  the  County  Borough  is  10,695  acres  and  the  estimated 
population  160,730.  The  surface  is  undulating,  the  town  having  been  built 
substantially  in  a  valley  in  the  Chiltern  Hills,  usually  described  as  the  “Lee 
Gap”.  The  surface  level  varies  from  some  330  feet  above  sea  level  to  a  little 
more  than  600  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  principal  industries  are  the  manufacture  of  private  and  commercial 
motor  vehicles  and  associated  trades,  ball  bearings,  chemicals,  gas  and  electric 
refrigerators  and  hats. 

Meteorology. — The  Borough  Engineer  as  the  Corporation’s  Meteorologi¬ 
cal  Officer  has  supplied  the  following  information  which  was  recorded  at  the 
weather  station  sited  at  the  Airport: — 

Sunshine. — 1,444-3  hours  of  sunshine  were  recorded,  the  sunniest  day 
being  22nd  June,  1971,  when  14-5  hours  were  recorded. 

Rainfall. — The  total  rainfall  recorded  was  666-3  millimetres,  the  wettest 
day  being  10th  June,  1971,  when  40  0  millimetres  of  rain  were  recorded. 
(25-40  mm  =  1  in.) 

Temperatures — The  maximum  temperature  was  28-0  C,  recorded  on 
11th  July,  1971,  and  the  minimum  temperature  was  — 8-1  C,  recorded  on 
30th  December,  1971. 

Wind — The  prevailing  wind  was  South-Westerly. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  following  information  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Engineer  and 
Manager  to  the  Luton  Water  Company. 

Million  Gallons 


1970  1971 

1.  Total  consumption— County  Borough  of  Luton  3,206  3,284 

2.  Unmetered  consumption — County  Borough  of 

Luton  .  2,081  2,073 

3.  Metered  consumption — County  Borough  of 

Luton  .  1,125  1,211 


4.  Average  Chlorination  Rate  . 0-25  p.p.m.  0-25  p.p.m. 

Based  upon  Registiai  General  s  population  for  County  Borough  of 
Luton  ol  160,730  at  mid- 1971,  the  above  figures  represent  an  average  daily 
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consumption  per  capita  as  under  (1970  figures  for 
parenthesis) : — 


Domestic  and  unmetered  trade  purposes 
Metered  trade  purposes 


Borough  of  Luton  in 

gallons  per  head 
per  day 

(35-32)  35-34  g.h.d. 
(19-09)  20-64  g.h.d. 


Total  . (54-41)  55-98  g.h.d. 


The  Statutory  Area  of  the  Luton  Water  Company  comprises  the  County 
Borough  of  Luton,  the  Borough  of  Dunstable,  the  southern  part  of  the  Luton 
Rural  District,  and  the  northern  part  of  Hemel  Hempstead  Rural  District. 
The  Statutory  Area  is  approximately  73.1  square  miles  in  extent. 

For  all  purposes  in  the  whole  of  its  Statutory  Area  the  Company’s 
average  output  was  12-77  million  gallons  per  day. 


Resources 

The  Luton  Water  Company  is  a  constituent  member  of  the  Great  Ouse 
Water  Authority,  whose  Graf  ham  Water  Source  (stage  1)  has  been  operated 
since  1966.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  further  development  of 
this  source  to  be  phased  to  keep  step  with  the  rising  demands  for  water. 
By  these  means  the  foreseeable  future  requirements  of  the  Luton  Water 
Company  should  be  capable  of  being  met  for  several  years  to  come. 


Distribution 

During  1971,  6-46  miles  of  distribution  mains  have  been  laid  within  the 
County  Borough  as  follows : — 

Bramingham  Green  Estate  Central  Development  Area 

Marsh  Farm  Housing  Estate  Ashcroft  Road 

Wigmore  Housing  Estate  The  Larches 

Warden  Hill  Housing  Estate  Cobden  Street 

Bramingham  Wood  Housing  Estate  Fermor  Crescent 

Brookview  Housing  Estate  Toddington  Road 

Icknield  Way 


Sampling  of  Water 

Each  source  of  supply  is  analysed  bacteriologically  by  the  Local  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  at  weekly  intervals,  the  Public  Analyst  making  a 
more  comprehensive  analysis  of  each  source  at  monthly  intervals.  During 
the  year  546  Bacteriological  Analyses  were  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  service  and  95  chemical  and  131  Bacteriological  Analyses  were 
made  by  the  Public  Analyst.  In  every  case  the  Analyst  reported  that  the 
water  was  in  a  satisfactory  condition  and  suitable  for  all  dietetic  purposes. 
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Plumbo-Solvency 

Although  chalk  waters  of  the  type  supplied  by  the  Company  are  not 
usually  plumbo-solvent,  tests  indicate  that  the  water  may  be  very  slightly 
plumbo-solvent.  For  this  reason  no  lead  service  pipes  are  installed  and  the 
Water  Company  advises  that  materials  other  than  lead  be  used  for  supply 
pipes. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Public  Analyst’s  latest  report  on  the  mains 
supply  submitted  by  the  Luton  Water  Company  on  31st  December,  1971 : — 


No.  331/15 
No.  331/2 
No.  331/18 
No.  331/6 
No.  331/7 
No.  331/22 
No.  331/23 
No.  331/14 
No.  331/24 
No.  331/13 
No.  331/27 
No.  331/25 
No.  331/26 


Crescent  Road.  Chalk.  Chlorinated  (chemical) 

Crescent  Road.  Chalk.  Chlorinated  (bacteriological) 
Friars  Wash.  Chalk.  Unchlorinated  (chemical) 

Friars  Wash.  Chalk.  Chlorinated  (bacteriological) 

Friars  Wash.  Chalk.  Unchlorinated  (bacteriological) 
Flowers  Hayward  Tyler.  Chalk.  Unchlorinated  (chemical) 
Flowers  Harland.  Chalk.  Unchlorinated  (chemical) 
Flowers.  Chalk.  Chlorinated  (bacteriological) 

Ouse  Supply.  River.  Chlorinated  (chemical) 

Ouse  Supply.  River.  Chlorinated  (bacteriological) 
Kingsway.  Greensand.  Unchlorinated  (chemical) 
Kingsway.  Greensand.  Unchlorinated  (bacteriological) 
Kingsway.  Greensand.  Chlorinated  (bacteriological) 


Chemical  Analysis 

Parts  per  million 


33lli5 

33lll8 

331/22 

331/23 

331/24 

331/27 

Free  Ammonia 

0  001 

0  001 

0  350 

0  001 

0010 

0-002 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0  001 

0  001 

0005 

0001 

0-140 

0-001 

Nitrite 

Nil 

Nil 

0006 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nitrate 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  perman- 

7-4 

41 

12-3 

12-3 

21 

0-2 

gamate  in  4  hours  at  80°F 

0  04 

002 

004 

002 

0-84 

0-02 

Chloride 

28 

21 

38 

31 

57 

14 

Alkalinity 

240 

270 

240 

240 

160 

165 

Total  Hardness 

330 

295 

370 

350 

215 

190 

Permanent  Hardness 

95 

35 

135 

115 

65 

35 

Sulphate 

52 

16 

78 

58 

172 

37 

Total  Solids 

440 

370 

530 

480 

530 

240 

Electric  Conductivity 

610 

520 

690 

650 

730 

360 

pH  value 

7-4 

7-4 

7-3 

7-2 

7-9 

6-8 

Iron  (as  Fe) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Fluorine 

0  02 

005 

005 

002 

0-25 

0-20 

All  samples  were  clear  and  free  from  smell. 

A  microscopic  examination  revealed  the  presence  of  some  mineral  and 
vegetable  fragments. 
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Bacteriological  Examination 


331/2 

331/6 

331I7 

331I14 

331I13 

331/25 

331/26 

Presumptive  coliforms 
per  100  ml. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Colonies  of  organisms 
from  1  ml.  growing  on 
nutrient  agar  in  24 
hours  at  37°C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Colonies  of  organisms 
from  1  ml.  growing  on 
nutrient  agar  in  72 
hours  at  22°C 

Opinion 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

0 

These  results  represent  water  in  a  satisfactory  condition  and  suitable  for 
all  dietetic  purposes. 


Fluoride  in  Water  Supplies 

The  three  main  sources  of  supply  contain  naturally  0-02,  0-25  and  0-20 
p.p.m.  of  fluorine  respectively. 


Fluoridation 

No  further  progress  was  made  towards  the  introduction  of  a  scheme  for 
fluoridation  of  the  whole  or  part  of  the  town’s  water  supply. 


Routine  Sampling 


No.  of  samples  of  treated  water  going  into  supply  submitted  by 
Local  Authority  for  examination  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  for  free  chlorine  and  Bacillus  Coli 


Number  of  samples  of  water  obtained  from: — 

Aircraft  Water  Containers  (Home  and  European  Services) 

Aircraft  Water  Containers  (from  the  Far  East)  . 

Runley  Wood  Pumping  Station  . 

Friars  Wash  Supply  . 

Laportes  . 

Hart  Lane  Water  Tower  . 

Skefko  . 

Other  Sources  . 


79 

36 

28 

27 

24 

15 

6 

20 


235 


235 


One  sample  of  town’s  water  was  unsatisfactory  but  repeat  samples 
showed  that  there  was  no  cause  for  concern.  The  only  private  well  in  the  town, 
after  being  satisfactorily  chlorinated  for  a  period  of  time,  was  again  found  to 
be  substantially  polluted,  six  samples  failing  the  prescribed  tests.  Efforts 
were  being  made  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  have  new  equipment  installed. 

For  some  years  sampling  of  the  water  used  in  the  airliners  operating 
from  the  Municipal  Airport  has  been  carried  out.  During  the  year  it  was 
found  that  the  water  in  the  tanks  of  aircraft  which  had  just  returned  from 
extended  charter  in  the  Middle  and  Far  East  showed  a  high  degree  of  con¬ 
tamination.  An  extended  programme  of  sampling  was  carried  out  which 
confirmed  this  situation.  Attempts  were  made  by  the  airline  concerned  to 
arrange  for  the  chlorination  of  the  contents  of  the  water  bowsers  before 
replenishment  of  the  aircraft  tanks  took  place,  but  the  respective  overseas 
airport  authorities  did  not  accede  to  the  proposal. 
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The  standards  of  water  supply  required  by  the  World  Health  Organisa¬ 
tion  of  international  airports  conform  to  those  laid  down  in  Bulletin  71,  “The 
Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies”.  A  report  was  submitted  to 
Health  Committee  and  subsequently  the  Council  resolved  to  forward  the 
report  to  the  World  Health  Organisation  for  consideration. 

Regular  sampling  of  the  Luton  Water  Company’s  Stations  and  the 
supplementary  supply  at  Messrs.  Laporte’s  was  maintained  during  the  year. 

All  the  50,910  houses  in  the  Borough  are  supplied  with  mains  water 
piped  into  the  house  except  for  four  cottages  remote  from  any  main. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  greater  part  of  the  County  Borough  is  drained  separately  for  surface 
water  except  for  parts  of  the  older  areas  near  the  Town  Centre  and  parts  of 
Stopsley.  Opportunities  to  provide  separate  drainage  are  taken  as  redevelop¬ 
ment  occurs. 

The  foul  water  drainage  comprises  of  two  distinct  areas  draining 
respectively  to  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  (1)  East  Hyde  for  the  Town  Centre 
east  and  southern  areas  and  at  (2)  Chalton  for  the  north  western  area.  The 
sewerage  system  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  period. 

The  East  Hyde  works  comprise  sedimentation  tanks  followed  by  partial 
activated  sludge  processes  and  then  single  stage  percolating  filters.  Tertiary 
treatment  is  given  to  all  the  effluent  by  rapid  sand  filters.  Surplus  activated 
sludge  is  taken  away  by  tanker  vehicles  for  disposal  on  farmland. 

The  Chalton  works  comprises  sedimentation  tanks  followed  by  alternat¬ 
ing  two  stage  percolating  filters.  Tertiary  treatment  is  by  taking  the  effluent 
over  grass  plots. 

Sludge  at  both  works  is  de-watered  by  filter  presses.  The  resulting 
sludge  cake  is  taken  to  farms. 

During  the  past  year  major  works  extensions  at  Chalton  Sewage  Dis¬ 
posal  Works  and  the  replacement  of  certain  items  of  mechanical  plant  at  East 
Hyde  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  been  commenced.  The  works  at  Chalton 
is  the  first  stage  towards  doubling  the  capacity  of  the  work  and  comprise  of 
Roughing  filters  with  associated  Humus  tanks.  At  East  Hyde  the  replacement 
mechanical  plant  will  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  existing  works. 


CESSPOOLS 

A  mechnical  cesspool  exhauster  worked  daily  throughout  the  year 
emptying  on  a  regular  basis  40  domestic  cesspools  within  the  County  Borough 
and  various  commercial  catchpits  for  which  charges  are  made. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING— REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

A  weekly  refuse  collection  service  was  maintained  throughout  the 
County  Borough. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  the  method  of  controlled  tipping  and  during  the 
year,  1971,  the  weight  of  all  refuse  dealt  with  at  the  tip  was  208,577  tons. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 

Complaints  reported  to  Public  Health  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,678* 

No.  oj 

Primary  Inspections: —  visits 

Public  Health  Acts 

Dwelling  houses  on  complaint  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,661 

Dwelling  houses,  no  nuisance  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Own  observation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  __  57 

Other  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

Infectious  disease  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  402 

Notifiable  infectious  disease  disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ..  7 

Vermin,  insects  and  other  pests  ...  ...  ...  378 

Drainage  .  714 

Noise  abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Housing  Acts 

Individual  unfit  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  j  j 

Clearance  areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3Q5 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  42 

Housing  application  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Houses  let  in  multiple  occupation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Improvement  grants  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Certificates  of  disrepair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  g 

Food  Premises 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5g 

Canteens  and  mobile  canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Cafes  and  restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 79 

Public  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  69 

Guest  houses  and  hotels .  40 

Clubs  and  occasional  catering  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  155 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Other  food  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  649 

Mobile  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Market  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Food  and  drug  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  333 

Food  inspection  (excluding  slaughterhouses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  271 

Slaughterhouses  (primarily  for  meat  inspection)  ...  ...  ...  1,278 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Milk  shops .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

Ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Visits  to  obtain  water  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  292 

Visits  re  food  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  359 

*  This  figure  does  not  include  1 ,661  complaints  of  Rats  and  Mice,  which  are  dealt 
with  elsewhere  in  the  Report. 
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No.  of 


visits 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

Contraventions  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  75 

Visits  to  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  88 

Boiler-house  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  8 

Atmospheric  pollution  recording  apparatus  ...  ...  ...  ...  307 

Smoke  control  surveys — Domestic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,426 

Special  surveys  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  67 


Factories 

Mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Building  sites,  electrical  sub-stations,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 


Miscellaneous 

Caravans,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Caravan  sites  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Cowsheds,  piggeries  and  stables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Kennels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Offices  .  .  ...  115 

Offensive  trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Pet  animals  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Pleasure  fairs  and  circuses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Premises  licensed  for  public  entertainment  .  9 

Prevention  of  damage  by  pests  .  ...  ...  .  27 

Public  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rag  flock  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  in 

Lectures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Interviews  and  appointments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  547 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  904 

Visits  with  no  access  ...  ...  ...  752 

Revisits  to  premises  which  are  the  subject  of  Public  Health  Act  Notices  2,95 1 
,,  ,,  3,  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,589 

„  „  various  food  premises  ...  .  ...  ...  1,609 

„  „  premises  under  Clean  Air  Act  ...  ...  .  159 

„  „  miscellaneous  premises  .  ...  ...  ...  331 


Total 


19,773 
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ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES 

Drainage 

Reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Tested  .  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  14 

Exposed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

„  ,,  inserted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  inspection  chamber  covers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Gullies  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Soil  and  vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

W.Cs.  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

,,  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  W.C.  pans  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Private  drains  unstopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  207 

Combined  drains  unstopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  299 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed .  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Guttering  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Rain  water  pipes  and  sink  waste  pipes  disconnected  ...  ...  ...  21 

Sinks  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired,  renewed  or  trapped  .  26 

Public  Health  Acts 

Accumulation  of  refuse .. .  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

Animals  kept  prejudicial  to  health  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Brickwork  or  pointings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

„  „  renewed  .  12 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Disinfections  carried  out  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Disinfestations  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  144 

Doors  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Filthy  premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Fireplaces  and  stoves  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Flashings  and  filletings  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  iq 

Flooring .  66 

Passages  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Rendering  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Roofs  made  watertight  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

Sash  cords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Skirting  boards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  19 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wall  plaster  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Water  supply  reinstated  or  made  sufficient .  29 

Windows  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  .  342 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  414 


Total 


2,906 
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STATUTORY  NOTICES 

NUMBER  OF  LEGAL  NOTICES  ISSUED  FOR  ABATEMENT  OF 

NUISANCES 


Served 

Complied 

with 

Number  of  Outstanding  Notices,  31st  Dec.,  1970  ... 

23 

23 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  24 . 

7 

7 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  39 . 

38 

24 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  45 . 

10 

7 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93 . 

65 

50 

Public  Health  Act,  1961,  Section  17 . 

28 

28 

Public  Health  Act,  1961,  Section  26  ... 

4 

4 

175 

143 

No.  of  Outstanding  Notices  at  31st  December,  1971 

32 

Work  carried  out  by  the  Corporation 

In  11  cases  it  was  necessary  for  the  Corporation  to  carry  out  work  in 


default  of,  or  on  behalf  of,  the  owner  or  occupier  as  follows : — 

£ 

Public  Health  Act,  1961,  Section  17.  Two  houses  at  a  cost  of  ...  5-13 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  39.  Three  houses  at  a  cost  of  46-27 

Public  Health  Act,  1961,  Section  26.  Four  houses  at  a  cost  of  ...  71-50 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93.  Two  houses  at  a  cost  of  ...  34-10 


Total  .  £157-00 


Prosecutions  were  instituted  in  respect  of  two  notices.  In  one  instance 
failure  to  comply  with  a  Section  39  notice  was  found  proved  and  a  fine  of  £5 
and  £10  costs  imposed.  In  the  second  case  work  required  under  Sections  39 
and  9 o  had  not  been  carried  out.  A  fine  of  £10  was  made  together  with  an 
Advocate’s  Fee  of  £5. 

Vv  here  a  blocked  drain  is  found  to  serve  more  than  one  property,  it  is 
referred  to  the  Borough  Engineer  for  attention,  and  an  attempt  is  made  to 
clear  the  stoppage  by  rodding  before  enforcement  action  is  instituted.  Two 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  references  were  made  during  the  year. 
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THE  CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT, 

I960 

There  are  seven  privately  operated  sites  in  the  Borough  catering  for 
81  caravans. 

The  Council  also  operate  a  Municipal  Site  which  houses  a  further  54 
vans. 

Forty-four  visits  and  28  revisits  were  made  to  the  various  sites  in  the 
course  of  the  year. 

Efforts  were  continuing  at  the  end  of  1971  towards  making  provision 
of  a  site  for  gipsy  caravans.  In  a  densely  built-up  area  like  Luton  this  poses 
formidable  problems  and  no  solution  was  found  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Very 
few  gipsy  caravans  were  parked  in  the  County  Borough  area  during  1971. 


DISINFECTION 

Cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases .  20 

Cases  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  .  Nil 

Articles  disinfected  by  steam  .  240 

Articles  disinfected  by  fumigants  .  21 

Premises  visited  tracing  infectious  disease  .  402 


Five  hundred  and  nineteen  library  books  were  withdrawn  from  circula¬ 
tion  and  were  disinfected  before  they  were  returned  to  the  Public  Library. 


DISINFESTATION 

Rooms  disinfested  for  vermin  or  other  insect  pests  .  192 

Articles  disinfested  by  steam  .  339 

Eighty  houses  were  disinfested  as  against  69  in  1970.  The  increase  was 
of  no  signficance,  slightly  larger  numbers  being  dealt  with  in  all  categories 
except  ants. 

The  Council  underwrites  the  cost  of  destroying  wasps  nests  for  old  age 
pensioners.  This  was  done  on  twenty-four  occasions. 

Identification  of  specimens  proved  beyond  the  resources  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  on  three  occasions  and  these  were  submitted  to  the  Natural  History 
Department  of  the  British  Museum.  The  service  of  the  entomologists  at  the 
Museum  is  particularly  valuable  and  much  appreciated. 


PESTS  DESTRUCTION 

The  level  of  infestations  followed  last  year’s  trend,  the  number  of  mice 
infestations  exceeding  rat  cases  by  some  30%.  Whilst  it  has  been  a  straight¬ 
forward  task  to  treat  the  rat  complaints  effectively  using  warfarin,  the  mice 
infestations  have  posed  a  much  more  difficult  problem.  Alphachloralose  has 
been  used  effectively  where  the  necessary  suitable  conditions  have  obtained. 
Elsewhere  it  has  been  useless.  Racumin  has  also  been  used  with  satisfactory 
results  at  times,  as  has  trapping. 
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There  is  no  doubt  that  the  prime  priority  is  the  provision  of  an  effective 
all-purpose  mouse  poison  which  can  be  used  in  a  bait  attractive  to  these 
creatures. 

A  treatment  of  the  sewerage  system  was  carried  out  in  which  1,666 
manholes  were  baited.  Eight  hundred  and  sixty-three  showed  evidence  of 
infestation.  As  in  recent  years  warfarin  in  oatmeal  was  used,  such  bait  being 
packed  in  stockinette. 

A  full  staff  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year  and  the  number  of 
properties  inspected  has  risen  by  200. 


Com¬ 

plaints 

received 

No.  of 
premises 
involved 

Treatment 

com¬ 

pleted 

Treatment 

in 

progress 

Private 

Dwellings 

/Rats 

/Mice 

495 

731 

549 

746 

494 

734 

23 

23 

Business 

Premises 

/  Rats 
\  Mice 

129 

306 

129 

306 

128 

304 

6 

17 

Totals 

/Rats 

/Mice 

624 

1,037 

678 

1,052 

622 

1,038 

29 

40 

In  dealing  with  the  above-mentioned  infestations,  the  rodent  operatives 
paid  a  total  of  7,31 1  visits.  Twenty-seven  visits  were  also  made  to  infestations 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  Baths  Superintendent  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  informa¬ 
tion  : — 


During  the  season  of  1971,  the  following  numbers  attended,  figures  for 
1970  in  parenthesis. 


Luton  Baths 

Open  Air 

Centre 

Swimming  Pool 

Swimmers 

..  305,102  (258,553) 

31,527  (58,975) 

Spectators  . 

14,545  (  14,920) 

1,886  (  3,720) 

Clubs . 

48,258  (  41,945) 

— 

Schools  . 

..  133,821  (128,508) 

— 

Instruction  (Class  and  Private) 

12,814  (  32,124) 

— 

Total . 

..  514,540  (476,050) 

33,413  (62,695) 

Slipper  Baths  . 

26,977  (  25,448) 

Total  Attendances . 

..  541,517  (501,498) 

61 


Chloroscope  examinations  of  the  waters  are  carried  out  by  the  attendants 
twice  daily.  There  are  seven  swimming  pools  in  the  Borough  including  those 
at  Denbigh,  Lealands  and  Stockwood  High  Schools,  and  the  Luton  and 
Dunstable  Hospital.  Water  from  the  town’s  mains  supply  is  used  in  the 
pools,  each  of  which  has  a  circulation  system  and  is  equipped  with  rapid  sand 
filtration.  The  complete  circulation  is  effected  in  each  pool  in  a  4-4|  hour 
period  and  the  water  is  completely  changed  annually.  Breakpoint  chlorina¬ 
tion  is  employed  in  each  case. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-six  samples  of  swimming  bath  water  were 
procured  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  submitted  to  the  Borough  Chemist 
for  examination.  This  procedure  enables  a  check  to  be  kept  on  the  quality  of 
the  bath  waters  and  permits  rapid  action  to  be  taken  where  analyses  show 
that  water  is  getting  out  of  condition. 

PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT 

Six  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  the  Cinemas  and  one  Theatre  in  the 
Borough  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  Council  as  the  Licensing  Authority 
that  the  sanitary  accommodation  was  adequate  and  had  been  satisfactorily 
maintained  during  the  year.  One  cinema  was  completely  reconstructed  to 
form  three  smaller  cinemas  within  the  one  building,  whilst  one  other  was 
closed  for  extensive  alterations.  It  is  intended  to  be  reopened  as  a  Bingo  Hall. 
Four  visits  were  also  made  to  the  Fair  during  its  visits  to  the  Borough,  for  the 
purpose  of  supervising  the  sanitary  arrangements  and  to  ensure  that  the  food 
stalls  were  kept  satisfactorily. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

After  the  threatened  shortages  of  solid  smokeless  fuel  last  year,  the  supply 
position  continued  to  improve  and  at  all  times  supplies  were  adequate. 

The  No.  8  Smoke  Control  Order  came  into  operation  on  1st  June  and 
almost  all  the  conversions  required  had  been  completed  by  the  year  end.  The 
trend  of  replacing  solid  fuel  by  gas  or  electric  heating  continued  and  some 
80%  of  conversions  were  to  gas.  Also  significant  is  the  fact  that  the  number 
of  houses  where  conversions  were  carried  out  was  approximately  one  third  of 
the  total  in  the  area,  indicating  that  householders  have  been  turning  to  smoke¬ 
less  forms  of  heating  in  advance  of  smoke  control. 

The  No.  9  Smoke  Control  Order  was  made  in  November  and  confirma¬ 
tion  from  the  Department  of  the  Environment  was  awaited  at  the  year  end. 

The  rising  prices  of  oil  to  Industrial  consumers  brought  gas  into  a 
much  more  competitive  position  and  this  combined  with  a  vigorous  sales 
campaign  by  the  Gas  Board  resulted  in  two  major  firms  in  the  town  changing 
to  gas  on  an  interruptable  supply  basis  whereby  the  gas  supply  can  be  cut  off 
for  short  periods  if  necessary  at  times  when  North  Sea  rigs  are  undergoing 
maintenance  in  the  spring  and  autumn.  At  such  times  it  is  an  easy  matter  to 
change  to  oil  for  the  duration  of  the  stoppage. 

This  development  is  of  major  significance  in  the  improvement  of  the 
atmosphere  because  gas  being  sulphur  free,  is  replacing  heavy  oil  with  a 
sulphur  content  of  about  3%.  Whilst  smoke  concentrations  have  come  down 
rapidly  over  the  past  five  years,  concentrations  of  sulphur  dioxide  have  not 
reduced  as  quickly,  because  both  oil  and  solid  fuel  contain  sulphur.  This 
development  is  therefore  welcomed  in  the  effort  to  reduce  pollution  of  the 
atmosphere. 
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NATIONAL  SURVEY  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

During  the  year  a  further  volumetric  recording  station  was  closed  down  at 
Beech  Hill  School,  leaving  two  stations  operational.  The  equipment  released 
from  the  closed  stations  remains  available  for  installation  elsewhere  should 
circumstances  warrant  it. 


The  table  below  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the 
Clean  Air  Act  during  the  year: — 


Number  of  contraventions  investigated 

Number  of  visits  and  revisits  . 

Number  of  visits  to  boiler  houses 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  in  Smoke  Control  Areas  . 

Number  of  visits  re  special  surveys 

Number  of  notices  served  or  arrangements  made  concerning  excessive 
emissions  of  smoke  . 

Number  of  notices  served  or  arrangements  made  in  respect  of  smoke 
emission  in  smoke  control  areas  . 


49 

75 

8 

1,293 

67 

5 


Number  of  notices  served  or  arrangements  made  in  respect  of  Section 

12  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  .  11 

Number  of  notices  served  or  arrangements  made  in  respect  of  other 
infringements  of  the  Clean  Air  Act .  31 

Number  of  visits  to  Atmospheric  Pollution  Recording  Stations  ...  258 

Chimney  heights  determined  .  29 


No  applications  for  prior  approval  were  made;  16  notifications  of  inten¬ 
tion  to  instal  new  furnaces  were  received  during  the  year. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

The  increasing  public  awareness  of  pollution  of  the  environment  has 
inevitably  drawn  attention  to  the  problem  of  noise,  and  whilst  people  are 
attuned  to  a  certain  amount  ol  noise  it  is  becoming  increasingly  apparent  that 
a  more  critical  attitude  is  emerging.  This  has  become  clear  in  cases  where 
work  has  been  carried  out  to  eliminate  a  statutory  noise  nuisance  but  where 
some  noise  is  still  apparent  and  complaint  is  made  about  the  residual  annoy¬ 
ance.  The  situation  where  factories  are  closely  adjacent  to  dwellinghouses 
can  only  be  resolved  over  a  long  period  as  part  of  a  policy  of  grouping  industry 
away  from  housing.  Recognising  this,  the  Council  in  the  financial  year 
1971-72  set  aside  a  sum  for  relocating  industry  as  opportunity  offered. 

In  1971  the  Department  of  the  Environment  issued  a  report  by  the  Noise 
Ad\  isory  Council  entitled  Neighbourhood  Noise”  in  which  the  workings  of 
the  Noise  Abatement  Act  were  examined  and  proposals  made  for  strengthen¬ 
ing  its  provisions.  Having  been  in  operation  for  over  10  years,  it  is  likely  that 
the  Act  will  be  strengthened  in  an  endeavour  to  contain  the  increasing 
environmental  noise. 
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One  of  the  recommendations  is  that  areas  of  special  control  to  be  known 
as  Noise  Abatement  Zones  be  designated  on  similar  lines  to  Smoke  Control 
Areas  where  maximum  noise  levels  would  be  laid  down.  The  proposal  has 
some  merit  and  it  would  mean  strict  controls  on  traffic.  Maximum  noise 
emissions  have  been  specified  for  new  diesel  engined  vehicles  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  motor  cars  will  be  brought  within  the  scope  of  the  Regula¬ 
tions  within  the  next  few  years. 

It  is  clear  that  if  noise  is  to  be  contained  then  drastic  measures  will  have 
to  be  taken. 

Forty-two  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and  in  each  of  these 
cases  appropriate  action  was  taken  to  eliminate  nuisance  where  this  had  been 
confirmed. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

The  administration  of  the  Act  has  continued  smoothly  through  the  year 
in  accordance  with  previously  determined  policy. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  carried  out  at  a  reasonable  level  to  ensure 
continued  compliance  with  the  Act  and  visits  have  been  paid  also  to  premises 
which  have  been  the  subject  of  fresh  registrations. 

Nine  hundred  and  six  visits  were  made  for  the  purposes  ofinspection, 
re-inspection  and  investigation.  Ninety-five  notices  were  served  requiring  a 
variety  of  works  and  eighty-five  were  abated.  Forty-eight  accidents,  all 
non-fatal,  were  reported.  None  were  very  serious,  the  majority  being 
caused  by  the  use  of  knives  or  as  a  result  of  slips  or  strains  when  lifting. 
Two  modifications  were  made  following  the  investigation  of  accidents.  It 
was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  any  instance. 

The  work  of  inspection  was  once  more  shared  by  the  District  Public 
Health  Inspectors  and  the  Specialist  Inspector  responsible  for  Food  Premises. 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  premises 

Number  of 
premises 
newly 
registered 
during  the  year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
one  or  more  general 
inspections  during 
the  year 

Offices 

65 

872 

71 

Retail  shops 

40 

893 

586 

Wholesale  shops  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open 

7 

96 

24 

to  the  public,  canteens 

3 

173 

22 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

8 

Total  . 

115 

2,042 

703 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  registered  premises:  929. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons 

employed 

Offices 

5,977 

Retail  shops  ... 

5,331 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

856 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

1,253 

Canteens 

117 

Fuel  storage  depots  ... 

49 

Total 

13,583 

Total  males 

6,092 

Total  females 

7,491 

PROSECUTIONS 


Prosecutions  instituted  of  which  the  hearing  was  completed  in  the  year 


Class  of  premises 

Section  of  Act 
or  title  of 
Regulations 
or  Order 

No.  of 
informations 
laid 

No.  of 
informations 
leading  to 
a  conviction 

Offices 

Retail  shops 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open 
to  public,  canteens  ... 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  Regulations 
1964 

Section  6(4) 

Section  6(1) 

Section  7  ... 

Section  10(1) 

A 

f  \ 

Z 

Nil 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

This  Act  regulates  the  conditions  in  which  pet  animals  are  kept  pending 
sale.  It  provides  for  the  licensing  of  premises  from  which  pet  animals  are 
sold  and  empowers  a  Local  Authority  to  make  conditions  regarding  the 
housing  and  care  of  the  pets.  The  conditions  demanded  in  the  Borough 
are  those  recommended  by  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Animals. 

There  are  seven  licensed  Pet  Shops  in  the  Borough  and  33  visits  were  paid 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  during  the  year  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Act. 

In  addition,  nine  visits  were  paid  by  the  Council’s  Veterinary  Surgeon  to 
examine  the  condition  of  animals  kept  for  sale. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963. 

The  purpose  of  this  Act  is  to  regulate  the  keeping  of  boarding  establish¬ 
ments  for  dogs  and  cats.  Provision  is  made  to  ensure  that  suitable  accommo¬ 
dation,  food,  drink  and  bedding  material  is  provided  and  that  the  animals 
are  exercised  at  suitable  intervals.  1  he  measure  also  requires  precautions  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  or  contagious  disease  and  for  the  protection 
of  the  animals  in  case  of  fire. 
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New  conditions  for  kennels  prepared  by  a  Working  Party  and  approved 
by  the  British  Veterinary  Association  have  been  applied  during  the  year. 
The  one  kennel  in  the  Borough,  which  is  licensed  to  house  50  dogs,  did  not 
meet  the  new  requirements  and  work  on  the  provision  of  new  kennels  was  in 
progress  during  December.  Eight  visits  were  paid  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  the  premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactorily  maintained. 

In  addition  two  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  by  the  Veterinary  Surgeon. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950 
In  the  Spring  the  duties  under  this  Act,  which  had  previously  been 
carried  out  by  the  Police,  became  an  additional  Departmental  responsibility. 
The  work  includes  the  issue  of  Licences  for  the  movement  of  animals,  the 
service  of  Standstill  Notices  should  the  need  arise  and  the  visits  of  inspection 
to  farms  for  the  purpose  of  Enforcement. 

It  is  also  necessary  to  carry  out  the  supervision  of  the  export  and  import 
of  animals  (mostly  horses  for  breeding  and  racing)  which  takes  place  on  a 
considerable  scale  at  the  Municipal  Airport.  The  main  purpose  here  is  to 
ensure  that  no  straw  or  feeding  stuffs  is  imported  into  this  country,  as  this 
involves  the  risk  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  infection. 


LICENSING  OF  WASTE  FOOD  PLANTS 

For  a  number  of  years  there  were  no  plants  for  the  boiling  of  swill 
operating  in  the  Borough. 

During  1971  however,  one  plant  was  licensed  to  process  swill  used  for 
feeding  pigs  on  the  premises. 

The  conditions  applied  were  those  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  Veterinary  staff.  No  problems  arose  from 
this  plant. 


FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926 

Although  there  are  very  few  premises  in  the  Borough  dealing  in  Feeding 
stuffs  every  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  a  representative  selection  and  seven 
samples  were  obtained  as  well  as  eight  samples  of  Fertilisers.  All  were 
informal. 

One  fertiliser  had  constituents  which  were  in  excess  of  the  permitted 
limits  of  variation  whilst  one  feeding  stuff  showed  a  deficiency. 

One  sample  of  fertiliser  had  a  label  which  did  not  comply  with  the  new 
Regulations.  It  was  found  that  the  sample  was  part  of  a  consignment 
delivered  before  the  operative  date,  namely  1st  October,  1970,  The  manu¬ 
facturers’  new  bottles  bear  an  appropriate  amendment. 

These  various  matters  were  the  subject  of  representations  to  the  firms 
concerned,  and  satisfactory  explanations  were  obtained. 

A  total  of  thirteen  visits  to  premises  were  paid. 
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RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  impasse  on  analytical  fees  which  had 
existed  between  the  Department  of  the  Environment  and  the  Prescribed 
Analysts  was  at  last  resolved  and  it  was  possible  to  take  a  number  of  samples 
for  testing. 

Four  samples  were  taken  by  Inspectors  whilst  a  fifth  was  submitted  for 
testing  following  a  complaint  about  smell.  The  complaint  was  not  sub¬ 
stantiated  but  the  dross  content  was  found  to  exceed  the  standard.  Further 
investigations  were  being  instituted. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  offensive  trades  concerned  are  a  gut  scraper  and  a  fellmonger. 
The  former  gave  less  cause  for  complaint  than  at  any  time  since  its  establish¬ 
ment  adjacent  to  the  Abattoir,  but  considerably  more  visits  were  paid  than 
normal,  this  effort  being  largely  devoted  to  getting  a  new  and  better  draining 
yard  surface  laid. 

The  fellmonger  again  operated  throughout  the  year  without  complaint. 
A  total  of  53  visits  was  paid  to  these  premises. 


THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 
INSPECTIONS 

Premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Premises  inspected  and  found  satisfactory  .  14 

Premises  inspected  and  found  unsatisfactory .  12 

Factories  where  defects  were  found  and  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  4 

Reports  on  action  taken  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  .  4 

Number  of  defects  remedied  as  a  result  of  H.M.  Inspector’s  notifica¬ 
tions  .  A 
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Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

0) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

19 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

693 

26 

10 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises) 

33 

14 

2 

Nil 

Totals  ... 

745 

40 

12 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found.  (If  defects  are  discovered 
at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  are  reckoned 
as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”). 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

(l) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_  r 

Unreasonable  temperature  S.3)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

(d)  Not  lighted  ... 

_ 

_ 

(e)  Dirty  condition 

2 

2 

1 

(f)  Without  indication 

_ 

(g)  No  intervening  space 

2 

1 

_ 

2 

(h)  Needing  repairs 

1 

1 

_ 

(i)  Not  ventilated 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(j)  Not  screened 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

4 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

10 

15 

— 

4 

— 
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At  the  31st  December,  1971,  there  were  693  factories  (mechanical  power) 
and  19  factories  (non-mechanical  power)  on  the  Register.  These  figures 
include  108  hat  manufacturers  and  28  allied  trades.  It  is  noteworthy  that  in 
1948  there  were  255  hat  manufacturers  in  the  Borough. 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature  of  Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  list 
required 
by  Section 
133(l)(c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 
(3) 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

N).  of 
instances  of 
work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 
(5) 

Notices 

Served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

<3 

Making,  etc.,  of  wear¬ 
ing  apparel  ... 

699 

Lampshade  making 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  classes  of  work 

424 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  i 

Total 

1,132 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

AUGUST 

RETURNS 

Making,  etc.,  of  wear¬ 
ing  apparel 

Lampshade  making 

All  other  classes  of 
work 

675 

18 

253 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

946 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  firms  employing  outworkers  who  live  in  the  Borough  47 
Total  number  of  outworkers  employed  who  live  in  the  Borough  ...  1,647 

In  connection  with  the  above,  the  following  work  was  undertaken: — 

February  Returns:  10  lists  were  forwarded  to  10  other  Local  Authorities  in 
respect  of  185  workers. 

3  lists  were  received  from  3  other  Local  Authorities  in 
respect  of  3  workers. 

August  Returns:  14  lists  were  forwarded  to  14  other  Local  Authorities  in 

respect  of  166  workers. 

4  lists  were  received  from  4  other  Local  Authorities  in 
respect  of  4  workers. 
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HOUSING 

The  houses  dealt  with  under  the  housing  programme  since  1954  are 
classified  below: — 

Number  of  houses  in  confirmed  Clearance  Areas  . 1,006 

Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  awaiting  confirmation  ...  171 

Number  of  individual  unfit  houses  subject  to  Demolition  or  Closing 
Orders .  258 

Number  of  houses  dealt  with  by  Certificates  of  Unfitness  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  .  33 

Number  of  houses  purchased  by  the  Corporation  for  Demolition  ...  204 

Number  of  houses  closed  or  demolished  by  negotiation  with  Owners  13 

1,685 

Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  previously  dealt  with 

individually  .  76 

Total  . 1,609 


The  171  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  referred  to  above  were  mainly 
situated  in  the  High  Town  Area,  and  represent  the  first  stage  of  an  ambitious 
Redevelopment  project  for  the  High  Town  Area.  This  scheme  is  the  culmina¬ 
tion  of  two  years’  effort  by  a  Working  Party  and  was  to  be  the  subject  of  a 
Public  Meeting  in  1972. 

Three  dwellings  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  as  individually 
unfit  and  Closing  Orders  were  made  in  each  case.  An  Undertaking  to  carry 
out  work  to  render  fit  was  accepted  in  respect  of  one  property. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  nine  “grey”  properties  and  23  “short 
lived”  properties  being  used  for  human  habitation.  Almost  all  of  these  were 
for  emergency  accommodation  for  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Social  Services 
Department. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-three  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year, 
88  in  Clearance  Areas,  and  65  on  land  acquired  under  Section  43(2)  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957. 

In  addition,  six  houses  were  closed,  following  rehousing  of  the  occupants 
by  the  Corporation.  One  hundred  and  thirteen  properties  were  acquired  for 
redevelopment  and  demolished  during  1971. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  families  comprising  453  persons  were 
rehoused  from  unfit  houses  and  houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section  43(2) 
of  the  Housing  Act  in  connection  with  Clearance  Areas  during  the  year. 

The  facility  afforded  whereby  intending  purchasers  of  houses  in  the 
County  Borough  are  given  an  indication  of  the  expected  “life”  of  property 
was  again  much  used  by  the  Public.  Five  hundred  and  thirty  enquiries 
were  made. 

Twenty-four  houses  were  inspected  in  connection  with  applications  for 
Improvement  Grants. 
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Other  Statistics 

Routine  House  to  House  inspections  .  488 

Improvement  Area  Surveys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  291 

Qualification  Certificate  inspections  .  281 

Provisional  Qualification  Certificate  inspections .  209 

Certificate  of  Disrepair  inspections  .  11 

Efforts  to  introduce  a  General  Improvement  Area  were  continued  and 
after  consideration  of  a  Special  report  submitted  to  Housing  Committee, 
authority  was  given  for  preparatory  work  for  an  Area  at  Ash/Maple  Roads. 
A  highly  successful  Public  Meeting  and  Exhibition  was  followed  by  the 
formulation  of  an  Area  Committee  which  has  continued  to  meet  Council 
Officers  at  regular  intervals.  Individual  survey  of  the  houses  was  started  in 
December  and  was  proceeding  satisfactorily,  with  a  high  degree  of  priority, 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  provisions  of  the  new  Housing  Act  relating  to  the  “fair  rent”  policy 
evoked  considerable  reaction  and  resulted  in  a  steady  flow  of  applications  for 
Qualification  Certificates  as  under: — 


Qualification  Certificate  applications 

...  136 

Provisional  Qualification  Certificate  applications 

...  171 

Qualification  Certificates  issued  ... 

62 

Formal  Refusals  issued  ... 

97 

Provisional  Qualification  Certificates  issued 

94 

Dealing  with  these  applications  was  a  major  task  which  involved  490  visits  to 
houses.  These  visits  are  especially  onerous  in  that  much  time  is  spent  in 
explaining  the  complicated  provisions  to  the  tenants,  many  of  whom  are 
elderly. 


Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

Survey  work  for  the  purpose  of  locating  houses  in  multi-occupation  has 
resulted  in  the  inspection  of  42  new  premises.  In  addition  regular  super- 
\  ision  of  the  main  aieas  of  concentration  has  been  necessary  because  of  the 
frequent  changes  in  occupation  which  occur.  This  work  necessitated  1,302 
visits  and  196  interviews  with  builders,  landlords  and  estate  agents. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-six  of  these  visits  were  to  houses  occupied  by 
immigrant  families. 
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Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect  of  two  premises.  In  both 
instances,  for  failure  to  comply  with  notices,  convictions  were  made  and  fines 
imposed  as  recorded  previously  under  the  heading  “Statutory  Notices”. 

The  excellent  working  relationship  with  the  Fire  Prevention  Division  of 
the  Fire  Brigade  has  continued  and  more  houses  have  been  provided  with 
good  protection  against  fire  as  a  result. 

There  are  now  more  than  600  recorded  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 
and  some  two-thirds  of  these  have  been  made  to  comply  with  the  Council’s 
standards  for  such  premises. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

Details  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  and  cancelled  during  the  year 
are  shown  below: — 


PART  I 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  CERTIFICATES 
(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates 

OF  DISREPAIR 

3 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates 

•••  •••  ••• 

Nil 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates : — 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  ... 

2 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects . 

... 

Nil 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under  paragraph  5 
of  the  First  Schedule  . 

Nil 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 
proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  . 

Nil 

(6)  Number  of  Certificates  issued 

...  ...  ... 

2 

(7)  Applications  withdrawn  . 

1 

PART  II 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  CANCELLATION  OF  CERTIFICATES 

1954  1957 
Act  Act 

(8)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  cancella¬ 

tion  of  certificates  . Nil  3 

(9)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ...  Nil  Nil 


(10)  Decisions  of  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants’ 

objections . Nil  Nil 

(11)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  . Nil  3 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
MILK 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  Distributors .  260 

No.  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies  .  2 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1963  and  1965 

No.  of  Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  Licences .  2 

No.  of  Dealer’s  (Pre-packed  Milk)  Licences  to  use  the  special 
designation  Pasteurised .  230 

No.  of  Dealer’s  (Pre-packed  Milk)  Licences  to  use  the  special 
designation  Sterilised  .  217 

No.  of  Dealer’s  (Pre-packed  Milk)  Licences  to  use  the  special 
designation  Ultra  Heat  Treated .  26 

No.  of  Dealer’s  (Pre-packed  Milk)  Licences  to  use  the  special 
designation  Untreated  ...  7 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 

The  designations  under  which  milk  is  sold  are  Pasteurised,  Sterilised, 
Untreated  and  Ultra-Heat  Treated.  The  latter  treatment  is  operated  only  by 
two  or  three  dairies  in  the  country,  as  it  demands  special  plant  including 
aseptic  conditions  for  bottling  or  cartoning.  It  has  the  very  special  advantage 
ot  being  long  keeping  and  can  be  safely  stored  for  several  months  without 
refrigeration  so  long  as  the  container  remains  unopened. 

The  town’s  milk  supply  comes  from  considerable  distances.  Some  is 
brought  direct  from  farms  in  Warwickshire,  whilst  some  is  brought  by  tanker 
from  depots  in  Wiltshire  or  Somerset.  The  development  of  bulk  farm 
collection  has  had  considerable  impact,  some  18,000  gallons  being  brought  in 
daily  by  this  method. 

Eight  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  from  milk  vending  machines  and 
six  were  satisfactory.  In  two  instances  the  tests  were  void  because  the 
maximum  night  temperature  was  exceeded. 

Seventy-eight  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  from  all  sources  for 
bacteriological  examination  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  One 
sample  failed  the  phosphatase  test  but  repeat  samples  were  satisfactory. 

No  samples  were  taken  for  Brucella  examination. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WASHED 
BOTTLES  AND  CHURNS 

Seven  batches  of  milk  bottles,  186  in  all,  were  obtained  from  the  two 
dairies  for  examination.  Thirty-two  bottles  were  unsatisfactory  and  these 
were  mainly  from  one  dairy.  After  adjustment  of  the  chlorine  content  of  the 
final  rinse  water  a  better  standard  of  result  was  obtained. 

The  standard  of  performance  of  the  churn  washer  at  this  dairy  also  gave 
cause  for  concern,  seven  churns  out  of  38  samples  being  classified  unsatis¬ 
factory.  The  Company  arranged  for  a  new  machine  to  be  installed  and  this 
has  resolved  the  problem. 

Twenty-three  samples  of  cream  and  four  of  yogurt  were  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  where  the  prescribed  test  for  pasteurised  milk  was 
applied.  Four  samples,  all  of  double  cream  and  supplied  by  an  associated 
dairy,  failed  the  test.  After  representations  to  this  source  further  samples 
passed  the  test. 

All  the  yogurt  samples  were  satisfactory. 


REGISTRATIONS  FOR  THE  MANUFACTURE, 
STORAGE  OR  SALE  OF  FOOD 

Sale  and  storage  of  Ice-Cream .  449 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Food  .  95 

Fish  Frying  and  Curing .  32 

Twenty-four  applications  for  registration  were  approved  during  the 

year. 


A  total  of  3,282  visits  was  paid  to  food  premises  to  ensure  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  this  figure 
includes  637  special  inspections  of  registered  premises  as  follows: — 

Sale  and  storage  of  Ice-Cream .  317 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Food  ...  ...  ...  237 

Fish  Frying  and  Curing .  83 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1970 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (MARKETS,  STALLS  AND  DELIVERY 
VEHICLES)  REGULATIONS  1966 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (MARKETS,  STALLS  AND  DELIVERY 
VEHICLES)  AMENDMENT  REGULATIONS,  1966 

Regular  supervision  of  food  shops  was  maintained  to  ensure  continued 
compliance  with  the  Regulations.  No  serious  contraventions  were  found,  but 
259  notices  were  served  for  various  defects  and  264  were  complied  with. 

The  following  table  shows  the  type  and  number  of  food  shops  in  the 
Borough: — 


Supermarkets 

. 

27 

Grocers,  Provision  Merchants  and  General  Stores 

265 

Greengrocers  . 

...  ... 

75 

Flour  Confectionery 

...  ...  ... 

22 

Sugar  Confectionery 

106 

Cooked  Meats  Shops 

...  ... 

4 

Off  Licence  Premises 

34 

Bakers 

13 

Fishmongers  . 

... 

16 

Butchers 

83 

Fried  Fish . 

23 

Wholesalers 

5 

Asian  Foods 

17 

Departmental  Stores 

3 

Others  . 

. 

6 

Total  . 

699 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  543  premises  of  all  types  serving 
meals  which  are  detailed  on  page  76. 

All  of  these  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  all  1,242  comply  with 
Regulation  16  (provision  of  hand  washing  facilities).  Regulation  19  (Facilities 
for  washing  of  food  and  equipment)  applies  to  1,111  of  these  premises  and 
all  are  in  compliance. 

As  there  is  no  obligation  for  mobile  shops  to  be  registered  with  the  Local 
Authority,  the  precise  number  operating  within  the  Borough  is  not  known. 
Inspections  are  carried  out  to  enforce  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and 
Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  and  34  were  made  on  the  streets  of  the  town. 

Four  tours  ol  inspection  of  food  stalls  accompanying  the  pleasure  fair, 
which  visits  the  town  periodically  during  the  year,  were  made.  All  these 
stalls  are  equipped  with  facilities  for  personal  washing  and  provided  with  hot 
water  as  required  by  the  Regulations. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year. 


75 


Market  Hall 

The  existing  Market  Hall  which  was  converted  from  the  old  Plait  Hall 
is  shordy  to  be  replaced  by  a  new  Market  Hall  as  part  of  the  Central  Area 
Redevelopment.  It  is  scheduled  to  be  opened  in  January  1972,  and  will 
provide  excellent  air  conditioned  trading  facilities  from  modern  hygienic 
stalls.  Food  preparation  areas  and  storage  facilities  are  to  be  provided  on  the 
floor  below. 

There  are  33  food  stalls  in  the  existing  Market  Hall  as  follows : — 


Butchers  Shops  .  1 

Confectioners  .  2 

Sweet  Shops  .  3 

Greengrocers  .  20 

Fishmongers  .  5 

International  and  Asian  Food  Shops  .  2 


Regular  supervision  of  these  premises  has  been  maintained,  68  visits 
of  inspection  having  been  paid  during  the  year. 


Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  District,  but 
150-200  birds  are  handled  weekly  at  the  local  Kosher  butchers.  A  system  of 
voluntary  notification  of  suspected  carcases  exists. 

Twenty-two  visits  were  made  to  the  premises  during  the  year. 


Hygiene  in  Food  Preparation 

Routine  inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  consumed 
were  continued  throughout  1971,  and  considerable  attention  was  again  paid 
to  small  as  well  as  large  establishments. 

During  the  year  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  preparation  of  aircraft 
flight  meals  at  the  airport  was  investigated.  Samples  of  meals  containing 
prepared  meats,  potato  salad  and  cake,  were  taken  and  laboratory  results 
showed  the  food  to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory,  thus  revealing  a  good 
standard  of  hygienic  food  handling. 

It  might  also  be  noted  that  Court  Air  Catering  Ltd.  having  sought  the 
advice  of  this  department  concerning  structural  details  and  equipment  lay-out 
for  proposed  premises,  will  be  moving  their  entire  food  preparation  and 
production  into  new  premises  now  under  construction. 

Also  during  1971  a  persistent  infestation  of  orzaephilus  surinamensis 
(saw  tooth  grain  beetle)  in  three  Canteens  was  removed.  Other  insect  infesta¬ 
tions  were  also  dealt  with  in  various  types  of  food  premises. 

During  December  last  a  Bulgarian  lady  Public  Health  Inspector  who  is 
responsible  for  the  training  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  her  country  visited 
Luton.  She  was  offered  the  normal  hospitality  of  the  department  and  was 
shown  a  wide  cross-section  of  the  food  preparation  premises  in  the  town. 
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There  are  543  premises  in  the  town,  made  up  as  follows : — 


Restaurants  and  Cafes  . 

94 

Snack  Bars . 

23 

Factory  Canteens  . 

85 

Social  Clubs 

46 

School  Kitchens/Canteens . 

69 

School  Canteens  (no  meals  cooked)  . 

2 

Nursery  Kitchens  . 

7 

Canteens  serving  Snacks  only 

17 

Caterers 

5 

Hotels,  Guest  and  Boarding  Houses  . 

33 

Occasional  catering  premises 

Old  People’s  Homes  and  other  residential  establish- 

42 

ments 

14 

Public  Houses 

106 

543 

The  routine  inspections  and  revisits  of  all  types  of  food  premises  in  the 
town  were  continued  and  the  details  of  the  work  carried  out  are  as  follows:— 

Total  number  of  inspections,  revisits  and  interviews:  1,164 


Premises  visited: — 

Canteens  .  198 

Guest  Houses  and  Hotels .  49 

Restaurants,  cafes  and  snack  bars .  440 

Public  Houses  .  104 

Clubs  and  occasional  catering  premises  .  136 

New  premises  .  16 

Kitchens  .  42 

Miscellaneous  premises  .  179 


In  166  premises  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations  1970,  were  enforced — i.e.  120  items  of  major  improvement  were 
carried  out  (including  ventilation  alterations,  reconstruction  of  sanitary 
accommodation  and  complete  re-equipping  of  premises,  etc.),  and  424  minor 
works  were  completed.  Eight  premises  were  made  to  comply  with  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

Seven  milk  samples  and  three  ice-cream  samples  were  taken  from  eating 
establishments  and  all  proved  satisfactory. 

ICE-CREAM 

Three  hundred  and  seventeen  visits  to  ice-cream  premises  and  vehicles 
were  paid  for  the  purpose  of  inspections,  registration  and  obtaining  samples 
of  ice  cream. 

1  hirty-five  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 

I  wenty-seven  were  placed  in  Grade  I,  seven  in  Grade  II  and  one  in 
Grade  III.  A  repeat  sample  of  the  latter  was  obtained  and  was  satisfactory. 
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MUNICIPAL  ABATTOIR 

The  total  headrate  again  showed  an  increase  from  66,236  to  69,454  but 
the  numbers  of  cattle  and  sheep  dealt  with  declined.  This  was  largely 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  during  June  the  Abattoir  was  completely 
closed  to  allow  major  repairs  to  be  carried  out.  A  new  floor  was  laid  in  the 
slaughterhall  and  the  walls  were  lined  with  stainless  steel  to  provide  a  durable, 
hygienic  and  readily  cleansable  surface.  Other  alterations  included  the 
installation  of  pressurised  hot  water,  hand  operated  sprays,  widening  and 
relaying  of  the  road  surfaces,  the  provision  of  a  vehicle  wash  bay  and  new 
provision  for  waste  disposal  which  largely  eliminated  the  use  of  unsightly 
drums.  Arrangements  were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  disposal  of 
stomach  contents  by  a  contractor  using  large  covered  skips. 

During  the  year,  the  meat  cutting  and  packing  plant  erected  by  Associated 
Meats  Ltd.  was  brought  into  operation  and  has  helped  considerably  to 
maintain  a  satisfactory  level  of  throughput  at  the  Abattoir. 

In  addition  a  regular  supply  of  Irish  beef,  brought  in  sealed  containers 
to  the  depot,  is  processed. 

The  year’s  slaughtering  figures  at  the  Abattoir  were — Cattle  14,733, 
Sheep  32,356,  Pigs  22,065  and  Calves  300. 


MEAT  INSPECTION  IN  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

A  complete  meat  inspection  service  is  maintained  both  at  the  Municipal 
Abattoir  and  at  the  one  private  slaughterhouse  operated  in  the  County 
Borough,  for  which  the  maximum  charges  permitted  by  the  Regulations  are 
made,  being  the  actual  cost  of  the  service  provided. 

One  thousand,  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  visits  were  made  to  slaughter¬ 
houses.  The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was  86,104 
compared  with  77,724  in  1970. 

A  considerable  increase  in  slaughtering  at  the  private  licensed  slaughter¬ 
house  was  recorded. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN 

WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed 

16,256 

584 

378 

40,750 

28,136 

86,104 

Number  inspected  ... 

16,256 

584 

378 

40,750 

28,136 

86,104 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

2 

3 

74 

43 

124 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

5,342 

234 

2 

4,815 

9,463 

19,856 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

32-87% 

40-41% 

1-32% 

12-00% 

33-79% 

23-20%, 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

47 

47 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

_ 

_ 

017% 

005% 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

19 

_ 

_ 

_ 

19 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned  ...  ...  ...  j 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  proportions  of  animals  affected  with  disease  were  generally  rather 
lower  than  in  1970,  and  for  the  second  successive  year  no  case  of  bovine 
tuberculosis  was  recorded.  The  incidence  in  pigs  fell  from  0-31%  to  a  new 
low  of  0-1 7%. 

fourteen  cattle  were  affected  with  cysticercosis,  a  percentage  of  0-12% 
(0-21%  in  1970).  6  7 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 

Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1970  ...  25 

Applications  for  Licences  considered  during  1971 .  ...  7 

Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1971  ...  25 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


The  amount  of  unsound  food  condemned  and  destroyed  during  the 
year  comprised: — 


No.  of 

Condemnation 

Notes 


1,887 


Article 


"Beef  . 

Pork  . 

Mutton . 

Fresh  Meat  other  than  from  Slaughterhouses 

Meat — Canned . 

Sausages  and  Meat  Products,  Ham/Cheese/ 
Beefburgers,  etc. 

Bacon  and  Ham  . 

Chickens,  Turkeys  and  Rabbits — Fresh  and 

Canned  . 

Meat  and  Chicken  Pies  and  Puddings 

Fish — Fresh  and  Canned  . 

Fruit  Pies  and  Puddings  . 

Fruit — Canned,  Dried  and  Fresh,  and  Fruit 

and  Vegetable  Juices  . 

Preserves  ...  . 

<  Vegetables — Fresh  and  Canned,  and  Soups  ... 
Milk  and  Milk  Products,  Cream— Fresh  and 
Canned  and  Tinned  Milk  Puddings 

Ice-Cream  . 

Cheese — Fresh  and  Processed 
Flour,  Bread,  Puddings,  Cake  and  Cake  Mix¬ 
tures,  Biscuits,  Pastry  . 

Cereals  and  Baby  Food 
Custard,  Blancmange,  Mousse,  Jellies,  Flavour¬ 
ings,  Yogurt,  Cornflour  . 

Sauces  and  Pickles,  Condiments  and  Gravy 

Salt,  Fish  and  Meat  Pastes  . 

Beverages,  Soft  Drinks,  Beer,  etc. 

Sugar  and  Sugar  Confectionery  . 

Butter,  Margarine,  Cooking  Oils,  Suet  and 

Lard . 

Meat  and  Chicken  Dinners  for  1 


Weight  in  lb. 

70,447 

31,608 

14,636 

5,547 

1,372 

459 

344 

810 

311 

4,592 

14 

18,579 

501 

7,941 

454 

742 

2 

815 

85 

394 

108 

4 

140 

339 

12 


1,887 


71  tons,  10  cwt.  3  qr.  12  lbs. 


160,256 


The  above  statement  includes  the  weight  of  entire  carcases  and  organs  of 
4  cattle,  3  calves,  74  sheep  and  43  pigs. 

Meat  condemned  at  the  Municipal  Abattoir,  the  private  slaughterhouse 
and  at  butchers’  shops  in  the  Borough  is  collected  by  an  approved  contractor 
who  subjects  this  material  to  a  steam  digestion  process.  The  remainder  of  the 
condemned  food  is  disposed  of  by  supervised  burial  on  the  Corporation’s 
Airport  Tip. 
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Sixteen  samples  of  food  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  for  examination  in  connection  with  various  investigations  and  com¬ 
plaints.  This  service  is  most  valuable  to  the  Department  as  a  supplement  to 
meat  inspection  and  other  food  examinations. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-six  complaints  relating  to  food  and  food  con¬ 
tainers  were  received  during  the  year.  Seven  were  found  on  investigation  not 
to  be  justified  and  the  majority  of  the  remainder  resulted  in  the  issue  of 
warnings  or  advice  to  the  vendors. 

In  two  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

In  one  case,  the  skull  of  a  mouse  was  found  embedded  in  a  chocolate 
biscuit.  Investigations  indicated  that  the  mouse  had  nibbled  its  way  into 
a  multi-ply  paper  sack  of  cocoa  beans,  where  it  had  been  crushed  to  death 
during  handling  of  the  sack.  The  body  had  remained  undetected  and  had 
been  discharged  along  with  the  cocoa  beans  into  the  production  system.  The 
firm  was  fined  £50  with  £15  costs. 

The  other  case,  a  second  offence,  involved  the  sale  of  mouldy  sausage 
rolls  and  resulted  in  a  fine  of  £55  and  £10  costs. 

SAMPLING  OF  FOODS  AND  DRUGS 

The  Public  Analyst  for  the  Borough  is  Mr.  J.  H.  E.  Marshall, 
M.A.  (Cantab.),  F.R.I.C.,  who  writes: — 

During  the  year  under  review  a  total  of  445  samples  was  submitted  for 
examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  This  included  190  samples 
of  milk  and,  of  these,  only  one  was  deficient  in  fat,  but  the  whole  consign¬ 
ment  of  which  this  was  a  part,  was  satisfactory.  A  further  15  samples  were 
deficient  in  solids  not  fat,  and  in  all  cases  the  Hortvet  Freezing  Point  test 
showed  that  they  were  genuine  milks  without  any  extraneous  water.  These 
samples  were  either  genuine  but  abnormal  milks  or  were  part  of  large  con¬ 
signments,  where  the  average  composition  of  the  whole  was  above  the 
statutory  minimum.  Penicillin  was  not  detected  in  any  sample. 

Samples  which  were  the  subject  of  adverse  criticism  were  as  follows: — 
Four  samples  of  bread  and  butter  did  not  consist  of  bread  spread  with  pure 
butter.  Two  samples  of  sausages  and  some  glace  apricots  contained  excessive 
amounts  of  sulphite  preservative.  A  second  sample  of  these  apricots  was 
satisfactory  in  respect  of  preservative  but  contained  two  insects.  A  sample  of 
chocolate  spread  was  mouldy  when  opened  and  some  non-brewed  condiment 
did  not  contain  caramel  as  its  colouring  agent.  A  sample  of  ice  cream  powder 
was  low  in  fat  and  milk  solids  not  fat,  and  when  made  according  to  the 
directions  could  not  make  a  satisfactory  ice  cream.  A  sample  of  ice  cream 
contained  insufficient  fat,  and  some  ham  contained  an  excessive  quantity  of 
sodium  nitrite.  Some  vegetable  pate  was  not  properly  labelled. 

Complaint  samples  examined  included  a  chocolate  biscuit  and  some  bread 
with  hairs,  some  bread  and  butter  which  was  bread  and  margarine,  and  some 
frozen  peas  containing  a  black  plastic  substance.  The  most  serious  complaint 
sample  was  a  chocolate  biscuit  containing  a  mouse’s  head. 

Legislation  introduced  during  the  year  included  the  following: — 

The  Preservative  in  Food  (Amendment)  Regulations  now  control  the 
amounts  of  nitrate  and  nitrite  which  may  be  present  in  a  wide  variety  of  meats. 

1  he  limits  adopted  are  those  believed  to  be  under  consideration  by  the 
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Codex  Alimcntarius  Commission  and  are  expected  to  be  in  line  with  require¬ 
ments  in  other  countries. 

The  Farm  and  Garden  Chemicals  Regulations  require  clear  labelling  of 
certain  products  in  a  specified  manner. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  extensive  changes  under  the  Poisons  Regulations, 
proposals  were  announced  to  control  the  use  and  sale  of  antibiotics  in  feeding 
stuffs,  animal  husbandry  and  veterinary  medicine,  for  which  purpose  various 
statutory  instruments  were  introduced  under  the  Therapeutic  Substances 
Regulations. 

It  is  now  an  offence  to  possess  drugs,  unless  appropriately  qualified. 

The  Third  Supplementary  Report  on  Antioxidants  in  Food  recommends 
no  changes  be  made. 

The  First  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Environmental  Pollution 
rambles  on  about  complacency  and  long  term  effects  of  carbon  dioxide  dust 
and  other  pollutants. 

The  Working  Party  (no  doubt  very  different  from  a  Royal  Commission) 
on  the  Monitoring  of  Foodstuffs  for  Mercury  and  other  metal  reported  on  the 
results  of  a  survey  of  some  4,000  samples  that  the  mercury  intake  for  the 
average  consumer  is  very  low,  but  recommended  that  further  studies  be  made 
for  mercury  content  of  items  in  the  national  diet.  This  has  always  been  part 
of  the  work  done  on  samples  examined  by  a  Public  Analyst  for  the  Local 
Authority. 

Of  various  Press  Notices  issued  during  the  year,  the  one  on  the  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  fresh  cream  is  relevant  and  recommends  the  methylene 
blue  test  as  being  a  satisfactory  screening  test  for  the  hygiene  quality  of 
creams.  If  successive  samples  are  unsatisfactory,  then  more  searching 
bacteriological  tests  are  recommended. 


Nature  of  Sample 

Formal 

Informal 

Butter 

3 

Aleat  and  meat  products  ... 

_ 

21 

Confectionery,  sweets,  etc. 

_ 

19 

Fish — canned,  and  fish  and  meat  pastes  . . 

_ 

13 

Fruit — fresh,  preserved  and  canned 

_ 

14 

Vegetables — fresh  and  canned 

_ 

13 

Groceries — miscellaneous  . 

_ 

46 

Jam,  marmalade,  honey,  etc. 

_ 

6 

Lard,  cooking  fat  and  suet  and  oil 

_ 

4 

Alargarine 

_ 

3 

Milk  and  milk  foods  (canned)  and  cream 

_ 

23 

Milk . 

187 

3 

Drugs  and  Medical  Preparations  ... 

— 

13 

Sausages  and  sausage  meat 

— 

10 

Soft  Drinks 

_ 

9 

Wines,  spirits  and  beers 

11 

1 

Ice-cream  and  Lollies 

_ 

10 

Bread,  Biscuits  and  Cakes  ... 

8 

20 

Cheese  and  Cheese  Spreads 

— 

5 

Vegetarian  Products 

— 

3 

Totals 

206 

239 

445 
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SUMMARY  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSES  OF  MILK  SAMPLES 
OTHER  THAN  CHANNEL  ISLANDS  MILK 


Period 

No.  of 
Samples 
Examined 

AVERAGES 

Fat 

% 

Solids  not  Fat 

0/ 

/o 

January 

12 

3-89 

8-74 

February 

16 

3-93 

8-56 

March 

13 

3-88 

8-67 

Quarter  ended  31.3.71 

41 

3-91 

8-64 

April  ... 

14 

3-68 

8-68 

May  ... 

10 

405 

900 

June . 

20 

3-61 

8-82 

Quarter  ended  30.6.71 

44 

3-73 

8-82 

July . 

12 

3-61 

8-73 

August 

9 

3-51 

8-52 

September  ... 

19 

3-63 

8-81 

Quarter  ended  30.9.71 

40 

3-60 

8-73 

October 

14 

3-86 

8-88 

November  ... 

18 

409 

8-88 

December 

12 

3-97 

8-66 

Quarter  ended  31.12.71 

44 

3-98 

8-82 

Year  ended  31.12.71 

169 

3-80 

8-75 

SUMMARY  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSES  OF 
CHANNEL  ISLANDS  MILK 


Month 

No.  of 
Samples 
Examined 

AVERAGES 

Fat 

0/ 

/o 

Solids  not  Fat 

0/ 

/o 

February 

7 

505 

900 

April 

7 

4-47 

918 

November  ... 

4 

4-89 

9-41 

Year  ended  31.12.71 

18 

4-78 

915 

Fifteen  samples  of  milk  were  reported  upon  as  being  abnormal  in  that 
they  were  deficient  in  solids — not  fat.  The  Hortvet  test  showed  them  to  be 
genuine  milks. 


1  hrec  special  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  following  complaints. 


SCHOOL 

HEALTH 

SERVICE 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  LUTON 

ACTING  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER  G.  A.  ROBERTS, 

M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

38-40  BUTE  STREET,  Telephone  31291 

LUTON,  LU1  2EP. 


March  1972 


To  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Education 
Committee 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  School  Health 
Service  for  the  year  1971. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  Registers  increased  from  31,400  in 
January  1971  to  32,563  in  January  1972.  The  increase  in  school  population 
over  the  last  few  decades  is  tabulated  below. 


Year 

No.  on  Registers 

1922 

8,565 

1932 

8,497 

1942 

12,792 

1952 

16,253 

1962 

21,091 

1972 

32,563 

Infant  and  Junior  examinations  were  carried  out  in  accordance  with 
schemes  that  have  been  used  for  several  years.  The  general  physical  condition 
of  children  remained  good.  Although  more  children  than  previously  were 
vision  tested  in  junior  schools  the  number  screened  in  high  schools  fell  below 
a  satisfactory  level. 

In  November  1971  the  Acting  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  was 
requested  to  arrange  for  the  medical  examination  of  every  school  child  within 
the  age  group  (7-12)  formerly  eligible  for  free  school  milk  before  the  Education 
(Milk)  Act  1971,  in  order  to  issue,  where  appropriate,  certificates  for  free 
school  milk  on  health  grounds. 

The  examination  of  such  a  large  number  of  children  could  only  be  carried 
out  by  the  employment  of  additional  sessional  doctors.  Since  ordinary  clinical 
examination  will  not  detect  minor  degrees  of  malnutrition,  the  doctors  carry¬ 
ing  out  these  examinations  must  rely  on  other  evidence  relating  to  social  and 
economic  circumstances. 

In  April  1971  one  hundred  children  previously  classified  as  unsuitable  for 
education  within  the  normal  educatiun  system  became  the  responsibility  of  the 
Luton  Education  Authority.  These  children  formerly  came  under  the  Local 
Health  Authority.  They  are  described  as  mentally  severely  subnormal  and 
receive  social  training  and  education  at  Hillcrest  School,  Dunstable,  the  medi¬ 
cal  care  units  of  the  day  nurseries,  the  Avondale  Centre  and  in  residential 
homes  and  hospitals. 
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Dr.  F.  F.  Milne  who  had  acted  as  Locum  Psychiatrist  since  4.1.71  was 
appointed  Child  Psychiatrist  on  8.3.71  for  five  sessions  per  week.  The  Luton 
Child  Guidance  Clinic  had  a  case  load  of  348  and  249  children  were  referred  for 
advice  in  1971. 

It  was  not  possible  to  provide  a  full  speech  therapy  service  and  as  a  result 
there  was  a  waiting  list  of  100  for  school  children,  and  18  for  pre-school 
children  on  1.1.72.  From  September  1971  the  School  Clinic  was  without  a 
physiotherapist. 

For  the  future  there  is  scope  for  increasing  the  provision  of  speech 
therapy  and  psychological  advice  and  for  improving  facilities  for  the  severely 
subnormal  and  emotionally  disturbed.  Increases  in  the  opthalmological  and 
dental  services  are  also  indicated. 


G.  A.  ROBERTS, 

Acting  Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 
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SCHOOL  POPULATION 

The  upward  trend  in  Luton  continued  and  the  school  population  rose 
from  31,400  in  January,  1971,  to  32,563  in  January,  1972. 

The  number  of  pupils  on  the  registers  on  the  20th  January,  1972,  was  as 
follows : — 


Primary,  Junior  and  Comprehensive  Schools  and 


Vlth  Form  College  . 

...  32,063 

Day  Special  School  for  E.S.N.  Children 

153 

Nursery  Schools  and  Classes  . 

228 

Nursery  Schools  and  Classes — part-time 

119 

MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 

Medical  examination  was  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  School  Health  Service  and  Handicapped  Pupils  Regulations,  1953. 
The  standard  of  care  given  to  infant  schools,  which  aims  at  the  early  detection 
and  treatment  of  defect  or  disease,  was  maintained.  Most  infant  schools  were 
visited  three  times  during  the  school  year.  A  “full”  or  “periodic”  medical 
inspection  was  given,  usually  in  the  second  term  of  a  child’s  attendance  at 
school,  and  vision  and  hearing  tests  were  carried  out.  The  provision  of 
accommodation  for  medical  examination  and  hearing  tests  in  schools  is  not 
always  adequate. 

At  other  schools  the  “periodic”  medical  inspection  was  confined  to  those 
children  who  had  not  had  a  previous  examination,  and  a  questionnaire  was 
issued  to  the  parents  of  ten  year  old  children.  These  children  were  given  a 
modified — or  “selective”  form  of  examination.  Seventeen  junior  schools  and 
Richmond  Hill  School  were  visited. 

Vision  testing  in  junior  and  comprehensive  schools  was  carried  out  inde¬ 
pendently  of  doctors’  visits  and  in  junior  schools  the  vision  tests  included  for 
the  first  time  the  7-9  year  age  group  as  well  as  the  ten  year  olds. 

There  were  4,208  periodic  examinations  in  comparison  with  4,235  in 
1970  and  of  the  children  so  examined  787  (18-7%)  were  found  to  have  defects 
requiring  treatment.  Re-examinations  totalled  1,932  compared  with  1,914  in 
1970. 

The  modified  or  “selective”  form  of  examination  was  given  to  2,345 
children,  an  increase  from  1,884  examined  in  the  previous  year. 

VISION  SCREENING  AT  SCHOOLS 

Intermediate 

Number  of  children  vision  screened  by  health  visitor/ 
school  nurse  .  6,715 

Number  already  under  treatment  for  defective  vision  ...  489 

Number  referred  to  School  Clinic  for  vision  test  ...  1,345 

Senior 

Number  of  children  vision  screened  by  health  visitor/ 
school  nurse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  913 

Number  already  under  treatment  for  defective  vision  ...  181 

Number  referred  to  School  Clinic  for  vision  test  ...  ...  157 
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MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  IMMIGRANT  CHILDREN 

From  September,  1967  newly  arrived  immigrant  children  of  school  age 
were  medically  examined.  Faeces  specimens  were  examined  for  pathogens 
and  parasites  and  the  children  were  also  tuberculin  (Heaf)  tested.  The  results 
are  shown  in  the  table  which  follows : — 


Country  of 
Origin 

West 

Indies 

Guyana 

Pakistan 

India 

Italy 

East 
Africa 
(All 
Asian 
in  origin) 

Hong 

Kong 

Total 

Number 

70 

3 

80 

17 

3 

51 

3 

227 

Heaf  Positive  ... 

34 

3 

52 

8 

— 

37 

2 

136 

Abnormal  Chest 
X-ray  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Eye  Defects  ... 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

8 

— 

15 

Ear  Defects  ... 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Other  Defects... 

11 

1 

11 

4 

1 

8 

1 

37 

Abnormal 

Faeces  Results* 

27 

38 

2 

1 

4 

1 

73 

*Hookworm,  Round  Worm,  Tape  Worm,  Amoebiasis,  Sonne  Dysentery. 


SCHOOL  NURSES 

The  work  of  the  school  nurse  included: — (1)  preparation  of  pupils 
for  medical  inspection,  i.e.,  weighing,  measuring  height  and  vision  testing, 
(2)  assisting  the  School  Medical  Officer  at  medical  inspection,  e.g.,  obtaining 
history  from  parents,  details  of  home  conditions,  etc.,  (3)  routine  inspections 
of  pupils  for^  cleanliness,  (4)  assisting  at  special  clinics,  e.g..  ophthalmic, 
orthopaedic,  (5)  home  visitation. 

A  school  nurse  trained  in  audiometry  carries  out  audiometric  examina¬ 
tions,  prepares  moulds  for  hearing  aids,  and  assists  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Surgeon  at  his  clinic  sessions. 

School  nurses  carried  out  the  following  work  during  the  year: — 

1 .  Number  of  attendances  at  clinics : — 

School  Health .  249 

Special . 1,419 

2.  Number  of  attendances  at  School  Medical 

Inspection  .  452 
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3.  Number  of  visits  to  schools  for: — 

(a)  Head  Inspections: 

First  Visits  .  284 

Re-inspections .  28 

( b )  Other  Purposes  .  784 

4.  Number  of  Home  Visits  ...  1,032 

Cleanliness 

All  children  attending  primary  and  a  proportion  of  those  attending 
secondary  schools  were  inspected  by  the  school  nurse  at  least  once  each  term. 
The  purpose  of  these  inspections  was  to  discover  which  children  were  harbour¬ 
ing  headlice  and  eggs  (nits),  and  to  take  action  on  any  case  of  general  dirtiness 
or  other  condition  needing  attention  (e.g.,  running  ears,  plantar  warts). 

Most  head  infestation  occurred  in  the  children  of  a  few  families  who  were 
constantly  being  re-infested  from  contacts  at  home. 

During  the  year  72,057  inspections  were  made  and  922  children  were 
found  to  be  verminous  (2-8  per  cent  of  the  school  population).  Verminous 
children  were  excluded  from  school  and  treated,  and  home  visits  were  made 
to  persuade  parents  to  co-operate. 


ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  TREATMENT 

Diagnostic  and  treatment  sessions  are  held  at  the  School  Clinic,  Dallow 
Road. 

School  Health  Clinic — Medical  Officer’s  Sessions — Wednesday  p.m 
Nurses’  Treatment  Sessions — daily. 

Dental — daily  by  appointment. 

Ophthalmic — Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday — 
five  or  six  sessions  weekly. 

Orthoptic — Five  sessions  weekly. 

E.N.T.  Consultant — one  session  per  month. 

Postural  Clinic — at  intervals. 

Physiotherapy  Sessions — Monday  and  Thursday  p.m. 

Child  Guidance  Consultant’s  Sessions — Monday,  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
— five  sessions  weekly. 

Speech  Therapy — four  sessions  weekly. 

Audiometric  Testing — five  to  seven  sessions  weekly. 

The  treatment  of  minor  ailments  was  carried  out  at  the  School  Clinic, 
Dallow  Road.  Five  nurses’  sessions  and  one  Medical  Officer’s  School  Health 
clinic  were  held  each  week. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Medical  Officer’s  clinic  was  460 
compared  with  653  in  1970  and  1,589  in  1969. 
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Medical  Officer’s  Sessions 


Year 

Total  Attendances 

School  Population 

1967 

1,840 

27,093 

1968 

1,864 

28,653 

1969 

1,589 

30,196 

1970 

653 

31,400 

1971 

460 

32,563 

The  number  of  other  sessions  for  consultation  and  treatment  by  appoint¬ 
ment  was  increased  from  179  in  1970  to  242  in  1971.  Treatment  and  advice 
was  given  for  nocturnal  enuresis,  ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions  and  other 
defects.  There  were  592  new  cases  and  535  subsequent  attendances. 


Nurses’  Dressing  Sessions 


Year 

Total  Attendances 

School  Population 

1967 

1,835 

27,093 

1968 

1,840 

28,653 

1969 

2,137 

30,196 

1970 

1,936 

31,400 

1971 

1,857 

32,563 

Forty-nine  children  with  scabies  were  diagnosed  and  treated,  compared 
with  21  in  1970  and  11  in  1969. 

Thirteen  children  with  impetigo  were  diagnosed  and  treated,  compared 
with  three  in  1970  and  11  in  1969. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  for  all  diagnostic  and 
treatment  sessions,  excluding  those  attending  the  dental  clinic,  was  15,134 
of  which  6,995  were  first  visits. 


Visual  Defects 

(1)  Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Mr.  E.  A.  Butterworth,  F.R.C.S.,  D.O.M.S.,  conducted  five  or  six 
sessions  each  week  at  the  School  Clinic. 

Operative  treatment  when  indicated,  was  carried  out  at  the  Children’s 
Annexe  of  the  Luton  and  Dunstable  Hospital. 

Examined  by 


Ophthalmic  Surgeon 

School 

Pre-School 

Children 

Children 

Total  number  of  attendances  . 

...  3,233 

242 

Number  of  new  cases  seen  ... 

...  1,054 

73 

Number  of  return  cases  seen 

...  1,516 

104 

Number  of  prescriptions  issued 

923 

42 

Number  referred  for  operative  treatment/or 

investigation  ...  ...  ...  ...  7  4 
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Vision  testing  was  carried  out  at  school  medical  examination.  The  “E” 
card  was  used  in  infant  schools,  and  the  Keystone  Vision  Screener  in  junior 
and  senior  schools. 

(2)  Orthoptic  Clinic 

Total  attendances  for  year  ..  .  844  school  age 

169  pre-school  age 

From  January,  1971,  by  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
Mrs.  G.  Harris,  D.B.O.,  held  five  sessions  weekly.  In  October  1971,  she  was 
succeeded  by  Miss  S.  M.  Wijekoon,  D.B.O.,  who  continued  until  December, 
1971,  when  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  appointed  Miss  C.  M.  Dawson. 

(3)  Colour  Vision 

At  routine  vision  testing  sessions  at  junior  and  senior  schools  a  colour 
vision  test  was  carried  out  and  124  juniors  and  1 1  seniors  were  found  to  have 
defective  colour  vision.  There  is  no  treatment  for  this  condition. 


Orthopaedic  and  Surgical  Defects 

The  School  Medical  Officers  continued  to  hold  sessions  at  intervals  for 
the  observation  and  treatment  of  minor  postural  defects.  Where  necessary, 
children  were  referred  to  a  Consultant  at  the  Luton  and  Dunstable  Hospital 
or  Children’s  Annexe,  for  advice  and/or  operation. 

Until  his  illness  in  September  1971,  the  physiotherapist,  Mr.  J.  H. Godfrey 
held  two  treatment  sessions  weekly,  giving  both  group  and  individual  therapy. 

Mr.  Godfrey  was  appointed  as  remedial  masseur,  part  time,  in  June, 
1944,  and  his  death  in  December  1971,  is  greatly  regretted.  Since  that  time 
the  School  Health  Service  has  been  without  a  physiotherapist. 

Number  of  attendances  at  sessions  held  by  School  Medical  Officers  118 
Number  of  new  cases  seen  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Number  of  cases  on  register  at  31.12.71  .  60 

Number  of  attendances  at  physiotherapy  sessions  ...  ...  ...  315 

In  addition  38  attendances  were  made  by  33  pre-school  children  referred 
by  Medical  Officers  from  the  Child  Health  Centres  and  Day  Nurseries. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Defects 

Children  suffering  from  these  defects  are  treated  at  the  School 
Clinic  or  referred  for  specialist  opinion,  after  informing  the  family  doctor. 
Children  thought  to  have  defects  of  hearing  are  examined  at  the  School 
Clinic  by  audiometry  or  other  special  methods. 

The  Consultant  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon  held  monthly  sessions  at 
the  School  Clinic  for  children  with  hearing  defects  and  saw  others  (e.g., 
patients  with  recurrent  tonsillitis)  at  the  Luton  and  Dunstable  Hospital  and 
Children’s  Annexe.  The  teachers  of  the  deaf  attended  the  consultant  sessions 
at  the  School  Clinic. 
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Number  of  Audiometric  Sessions  (School  Nurse) ... 

Number  of  school  children  tested . 

Number  of  school  children  referred  to  Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat  Consultant  for  further  investigation 

Number  of  pre-school  children  tested  . 

Number  of  pre-school  children  referred  to  Ear, 

Nose  and  Throat  Consultant  . 

Number  of  E.N.T.  Consultant  Sessions . 

Number  of  school  children  seen  . 

Total  number  of  attendances  . 

Number  of  school  children  recommended  to  be 
supplied  with  hearing  aids  . 


275 

1,857 

6 

154 

3 

10 

43 

55 

10 


In  addition  15  pre-school  children  made  23  attendances,  and  five  were 
recommended  to  be  supplied  with  hearing  aids. 


Hearing  tests  at  school  on  infant  school  entrants  were  continued,  and 
during  the  year  100  visits  to  schools  were  made.  A  school  nurse  visited  schools 
with  a  portable  audiometer  and  made  group  tests  on  6-7  children  at  a  time, 
referring  any  doubtful  cases  for  more  detailed  testing  at  the  School  Clinic. 


Number  of  sessions  devoted  to  Audiometric  Screening 

in  school . 

Number  of  children  tested  . 

Number  of  children  tested  who  required  further  test 

Number  of  children  re-tested  at  Clinic  . 

Number  of  children  discharged  (no  defect)  . 

Number  of  children  for  observation  . 

Number  of  children  referred  for  further  investigation  by 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Consultant  . 


100 

3,294 

727 

399 

62 

336 


1 


Units  for  children  with  partial  hearing 

During  the  year  partially  hearing  children  continued  to  attend  the  Units 
for  Partially  Hearing  Children  at  St.  Matthew’s  J.M.  and  Leagrave  Infants’ 
School  and  the  Nursery  Class  at  Leagrave  Infants’. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  20  children  attending  the  Units  and 
Nursery,  including  five  children  from  areas  outside  the  County  Borough. 


Physical  Defects  and  Delicate  Children 

Twenty-two  sessions  were  held  during  the  year  for  the  examination  of 
delicate  children  and  children  with  physical  defects.  There  were  seven  new  and 
15  return  cases  seen,  making  a  total  of  26  attendances. 

Children  in  this  group  receiving  special  educational  treatment  during 


the  year  were  distributed  as  follows : — 

Home  Tuition  .  2 

Convalescent  Home  or  Open  Air  School  ...  ...  5 

In  Residential  Schools  for  Physically  Handicapped  ...  7 

In  Day  School  for  Physically  Handicapped  .  1 

(Outside  the  County  Borough) 
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Backward  and  Disturbed  Children 

During  the  year  1 1  sessions  were  held  by  Medical  Officers  for  the  assess- 
ment  of  children  referred  on  account  of  backwardness.  There  were  1 1  new  and 
seven  return  cases,  making  13  attendances  and  recommendations  regarding 
extra  tuition  at  school,  special  educational  treatment  or  observation  were 
made. 

No  children  were  ascertained  during  the  year  under  Section  34  of  the 
Education  Act,  1944,  as  educationally  subnormal,  but  14  children  were 
considered  to  need  education  at  Richmond  Hill  School  under  informal  arrange¬ 
ments  and  seven  children  were  considered  to  need  education  in  residential 
special  school. 

During  the  year  31  children  were  admitted  to  Richmond  Hill  School, 
of  whom  eight  were  transfers  from  other  areas,  and  three  resided  in  the 
County  area. 

Transport  was  provided  for  85  children  to  and  from  Richmond  Hill 
School. 

Two  sessions  were  held  during  the  year  for  the  assessment  of  children 
referred  for  emotional  and  behaviour  problems.  Twenty-one  children 
were  seen,  making  21  attendances,  and  appropriate  recommendations 
regarding  referral  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  or  further  observation  were 
made. 

In  April  1971,  children  previously  regarded  as  being  unsuitable  for  educa¬ 
tion,  became  the  responsibility  of  local  education  Authorities.  Luton  County 
Borough  assumed  responsibility  for  44  boys  and  33  girls  over  five  years  of  age. 
These  included  children  attending  the  former  Junior  Training  Centre,  (now 
Hillcrest  School,  Dunstable),  children  in  boarding  homes,  in  Avondale  Creche 
for  the  Mentally  Handicapped,  local  medical  care  units,  and  children  at  home. 

In  addition,  responsibility  was  assumed  for  10  boys  and  13  girls  between 
the  ages  of  2-5  years. 

This  new  responsibility  emphasises  the  need  for  the  development  and 
extension  ol  the  assessment  and  training  services  required  to  help  these 
severely  handicapped  children,  some  of  whom  suffer  from  multiple  handicaps 
and  do  not  fit  in  to  any  one  category  of  handicapped  pupils. 


Child  Guidance 

The  number  of  new  referrals  has  been  high,  partly  through  the  increasing 
requests  for  reports  for  the  Court.  The  waiting  time  to  see  the  Psychiatrist 
remains  at  about  three  months  but  initial  contact  is  made  by  a  social  worker 
within  three  weeks  of  the  referral,  and  this  is  reasonably  satisfactory.  There  is 
difficulty  however,  in  meeting  emergency  demands,  which  do  arise  quite 
frequently. 

The  position  with  regard  to  provision  of  treatment  is  less  satisfactory. 
In  an  attempt  to  improve  matters  fortnightly  group  therapy  sessions  for  six 
to  eight  children  of  similar  age  have  been  started.  The  children  are  selected 
on  the  basis  of  age  rather  than  presenting  problem,  but  broadly  speaking  they 
are  children  with  problems  in  social  relating,  either  because  they  are  aggressive, 
or  because  they  are  timid  and  withdrawn. 
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A  small  amount  of  individual  psychotherapy  on  a  weekly  or  a  fortnightly 
basis  has  been  provided  for  a  very  few  children,  with  concurrent  casework 
with  parents.  This  is  the  traditional  way  of  working  in  “Child  Guidance” 
and  there  is  no  really  effective  short  cut  which  can  be  taken  to  replace  it  in  many 
cases.  A  real  modification  of  faulty  attitudes  responsible  for  hold-ups  in 
emotional  maturation  and  behavioural  disturbance  cannot  be  achieved  by 
giving  advice,  but  only  through  the  building  up  of  a  relationship  within  which 
the  faults  can  be  recognised  and  a  start  made  to  correct  them. 

All  too  often  there  has  been  no  course  left  but  to  recommend  placement  in 
a  boarding  school  for  the  maladjusted.  Such  recommendations  are  however, 
the  treatment  of  choice  in  certain  cases.  The  shortage  of  treatment  time  and 
facilities  also  limits  very  seriously  the  provision  made  for  disturbed  adolescents. 

Monthly  meetings  with  workers  from  the  Social  Services  Department 
including  staff  of  residential  homes  continue,  and  together  with  case  con¬ 
ferences  provide  a  valuable  opportunity  for  closer  co-operation  with  other 
social  workers. 


Number  of  cases  referred 

•  •  •  ... 

249 

Number  of  new  cases  seen  by  Psychiatrist 

. 

162 

(including  19  referred  but  not  seen  in  1970) 

Number  of  old  cases  seen  . 

...  ... 

80 

Total  number  of  attendances  . 

. 

537 

Source  of  Referral 

P.S.M.O . 

...  ... 

160 

Consultants . 

...  ... 

8 

General  Practitioners  . 

...  ... 

31 

Juvenile  Court  and  Probation  Officers 

12 

Social  Services  Department  . 

22 

Self-referred  . 

10 

Others  . 

. 

6 

Total 

249 

Age  Distribution  of  Children  Referred 

Pre-school  (under  5) 

... 

21 

Primary  school  (5-7  inc.)  . 

... 

32 

Junior  school  (8-11  inc.)  . 

... 

95 

Senior  school  (11+)  . 

... 

93 

Post  school  (15+) . 

... 

6 

Not  known . 

... 

2 

Total 


249 
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Action  taken  over  new  cases  referred  in  1971 

Supported  at  clinic .  103 

Assessment  only  (including  20  court  cases)  .  40 

Failed  appointments  .  1 1 

Awaiting  assessment  .  51 

Withdrawn .  44 

Total  249 

Home  visits  carried  out  by  social  workers  during  1971  ...  714 

Interviews  at  clinic  (Parents  and/or  Children)  by  Social  Workers  635 

Treatment 

Number  of  children  attending  groups  ...  ...  ...  27 

Number  of  attendances  .  85 

Number  of  children  attending  individually  on  a  regular  basis  for 
treatment  .  30 

Number  of  attendances  .  208 

School  Psychological  Service 

Senior  Educational  Psychologist:  Mrs.  B.  Sketchley,  B.A.,  B.Comm., 

Dip.Ed.,  M.Ed. 

Statistics  for  the  year  ended  December  1971  are  as  follows:— 

Number  of  new  cases  seen  .  171 

Number  of  old  cases  seen  .  366 

Number  of  subsequent  attendances,  including  those  for  observation 

and  counselling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  341 

Total  attendances  .  878 

Number  of  children  recommended  for  teaching  in  remedial  units  ...  21 

Number  referred  to  Psychiatrist  .  29 

Number  discharged  .  30 

Number  of  sessions  at  schools .  246 


In  addition  48  pre-school  children  were  seen  making  73  attendances. 
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For  much  of  the  past  year  there  have  been  only  two  psychologists,  and 
there  has  inevitably  been  some  curtailment  of  the  service  offered. 

This  has  hit  hardest  at  the  Special  Units  who  have  had  much  less  frequent 
contact  than  in  previous  years.  As  three  of  the  Remedial  Units  had  newly- 
appointed  teachers  in  September  it  would  have  been  reasonable  for  them  to 
expect  more  help  and  not  less.  They  have  however,  been  left  too  much  in 
isolation.  The  provision  of  these  Units  is  very  good  in  principle  but  it  must 
be  faced  that  they  cannot  possibly  function  to  maximum  efficiency  if  they  are 
deprived  of  the  specialist  backing  they  have  every  right  to  expect. 

Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks  the  year  has  in  many  respects  been  a 
satisfactory  and  successful  one.  Referrals  now  come  from  a  broader  base, 
all  of  the  schools  being  represented.  It  is  encouraging  that  requests  are  mainly 
for  ongoing  help  rather  than  that  children  should  be  removed.  Here  again 
the  psychologists  have  the  greater  burden  of  being  prepared  and  able  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  ongoing  help. 

Each  year  brings  its  new  challenge  and  1972  will  see  the  addition  of  two 
extra  classes  at  the  Lady  Zia  Wernher  Centre,  the  opening  of  a  second  E.S.N. 
school,  and  the  addition  of  the  units  for  maladjusted  children.  All  of  these 
will  increase  the  work  load. 

There  is  evidence  locally  of  what  is  a  national  problem — an  increasing 
incidence  of  reading  difficulty.  The  psychologists  would  very  much  like  to  be 
in  a  better  position  to  help  in  this  respect.  An  effective  attack  on  the  problem 
would  entail  thorough  screening  of  all  children,  with  subsequent  help  and 
advice  to  the  teachers  of  those  children  found  to  have  difficulty.  This  could 
not  be  done  with  the  present  staff. 


Autistic  Unit 

Teacher  in  Charge — Mrs.  A.  Birchenough 
Current  Number  on  roll — 9 

Number  of  children  moved  during  the  past  year  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  children  admitted  during  the  past  year  ...  ...  ...  2 

Of  the  two  children  who  were  admitted  one  was  found  to  be  unsuitable 
and  was  transferred  to  Hillcrest  School,  Dunstable.  One  child  left  because  his 
condition  deteriorated  to  the  point  where  admission  to  hospital  was  necessary. 
Another  was  placed  residentially  because  of  a  breakup  in  the  family,  and  the 
fourth,  who  last  year  was  placed  part-time  at  a  normal  school  is  now  in  full 
time  attendance. 

There  have  been  no  changes  of  staff  during  1971  but  next  year  Mrs. 
Birchenough  will  be  in  full-time  attendance  at  a  course  leading  to  a  Diploma 
in  the  Education  of  Handicapped  Children.  It  is  fortunate  that  a  well  quali¬ 
fied  replacement  has  been  found  in  Mrs.  C.  R.  Armour  who  has  had  previous 
experience  of  autistic  children. 

Much  good  work  has  been  done  during  the  year,  but  the  staff  of  the  Unit 
have  been  left  too  much  in  isolation  and  this  presented  them  with  unnecessary 
difficulty.  Preliminary  discussions  have  already  been  held  on  how  to  co¬ 
ordinate  more  effectively  the  various  disciplines  involved  in  the  care  of  these 
very  difficult  children. 
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Speech  Therapy 

It  is  disappointing  to  report  that  the  average  number  of  sessions  per 
week  fell  from  6-4  in  1970  to  3-5  in  1971.  This  was  occasioned  by  the  resigna¬ 
tion,  in  March,  1971,  of  Mrs.  P.  A.  Hall,  L.C.S.T.  Mrs.  P.  Hedger,  L.C.S.T., 
continued  as  before  on  a  part  time  basis. 

It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  recruit  another  speech  therapist. 


Number  of  school  children  attending  for  assessment .  104 

Number  of  school  children  attending  for  treatment  .  60 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  723 

Number  of  pre-school  children  attending  for  assessment  ...  17 

Number  of  pre-school  children  attending  for  treatment  ...  7 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 


Chiropody 

The  treatment  of  children  suffering  from  verrucae  and  other  foot  condi¬ 
tions  continued,  and  a  greater  number  of  patients  was  seen.  Mrs.  Julie  Winder, 
S.R.Ch.,  and  Mr.  A.  Shepherdson,  M.Ch.I.,  S.R.Ch.,  each  held  one  session 
per  week  until  the  resignation,  in  December,  1971  of  Mrs.  Winder. 


Number  of  new  patients  seen  . 

165 

Number  of  subsequent  attendances  . 

694 

Total  attendances  . 

859 

Number  discharged  . 

141 

SCHOOL  DENTAL  SERVICE 

Principal  School  Dental  Officer 
J.  W.  Coombs,  l.d.s.,  d.d.p.h.,  r.c.s.  (Eng.) 

Staff 

The  table  below  gives  the  number  of  dental  officers  and  dental  auxiliaries 
employed  in  the  school  and  maternity  and  child  welfare  services,  and  the 
strength  in  whole  time  equivalent  at  the  end  of  1971  with  the  corresponding 
figure  for  1970. 


31st  December 

31st  December 

1971 

1970 

Full-time  Dental  Officers  ... 

300 

300 

Part-time  Dental  Officers  ... 

— 

1  00 

Actual  strength  in  terms  of  W.T.E. 

3  00 

305 

Full-time  Dental  Auxiliaries 

100 

100 
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For  the  first  time  in  many  years  no  part  time  dental  officers  have  been 
employed.  However,  this  year  is  the  first  during  which  a  dental  auxiliary 
has  worked  in  the  service  for  a  full  twelve  months.  As  a  result  of  this  the 
four  available  dental  surgeries  have  been  fully  used  for  the  first  time. 

The  continued  rise  in  the  school  population  combined  with  the  slight 
fall  in  whole  time  equivalent  of  dental  officers  again  aggravates  the  very  poor 
ratio  of  dental  officers  to  school  population.  The  number  of  school  children 
per  dental  officer  is  now  10,800  and  there  is  an  annual  increase  of  about  800 
children  per  dental  officer.  The  figure  of  10,800  is  almost  double  that  of  the 
national  average  which  is  5,500  children  per  dental  officer. 


Inspection 

During  the  year  dental  inspections  were  carried  out  at : — 

6  Infant  Schools 
11  Junior  Schools 

The  number  of  children  inspected  for  the  first  time  in  the  year  at  school 
was  5,628,  and  the  number  inspected  for  the  first  time  in  the  School  Clinic 
was  2,503.  In  all  5,213  (64T1)  were  found  to  require  treatment. 

During  the  year  462  children  were  re-inspected  at  school  or  the  Clinic 
of  whom  282  (61-03%)  required  treatment. 

Of  the  total  number  of  children  inspected  at  school  44-24%  requested 
that  any  necessary  treatment  should  be  carried  out  at  the  School  Clinic,  a 
proportion  much  the  same  as  in  1970. 


Treatment 

Of  3,448  children  offered  treatment  2,897  (84%)  were  actually  treated. 

The  average  number  of  teeth  filled  per  patient  was  2-08  and  the  average 
number  of  fillings  per  patient  was  2-45. 

The  average  number  of  teeth  extracted  per  patient  was  0-99  and  for  every 
tooth  extracted  2-09  were  filled. 

The  number  of  cases  requiring  emergency  treatment  during  the  year 
showed  an  increase. 

1970  86 

1971  97 

The  number  of  children  supplied  with  dentures  for  the  first  time  was  12 
in  1971  compared  with  14  in  1970.  Though  this  shows  an  improving  trend  it 
is  sad  to  state  that  one  of  these  children  in  the  10-14  age  group  required  a  full 
upper  denture. 


Dental  Health 

The  figures  for  treatment  per  patient  given  in  the  preceding  section  show 
an  increase  in  the  amount  of  treatment  required  per  patient.  The  increase 
in  the  number  of  teeth  extracted  per  patient  and  the  worsening  ratio  between 
extractions  and  teeth  filled  is  disappointing. 
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A  full  service  cannot  be  provided  without  additional  dental  sureerv 
accommodation.  J 

Consideration  has  been  given  to  ways  of  providing  dental  services 
m  Cm  P(:riPhcral  areas  of  the  Borough.  As  a  result  it  has  been  suggested  that  a 
mobile  dental  unit  housed  in  a  trailer  caravan  might  help  in  meeting  the  need 
or  treatmen  tand  at  the  same  time  assessing  the  demand  for  treatment  in  such 
areas. 

The  demand  for  dental  treatment  generally  is  on  the  increase  but  despite 
the  increased  output  of  treatment  the  poor  ratio  of  dentists  to  population 
tails  to  meet  the  demand  and  is  unlikely  ever  to  do  so  unless  other  measures 
are  introduced.  These  measures  must  be  of  a  preventive  nature.  It  is  now 
established  that  dental  caries  has  an  infectious  element  but  as  yet  vaccines  to 
deal  with  this  are  not  available  and  are  unlikely  to  be  so  for  a  very  long  time. 
The  most  useful  and  effective  measure  available  for  preventive  dentistry  is 
the  use  of  fluoride  preferably  provided  by  fluoridation  of  drinking  water. 


Statistics 


A  summary  of  the  school  dental  work  carried  out  during  1971  is  as 
follows : — 


Inspections 

(a)  First  inspection  at  school.  Number  of 

Pupils  . 

(b)  First  inspection  at  clinic.  Number  of 

pupils  . 

Number  of  (a)  and  (b)  found  to  require 

treatment . 

Number  of  (a)  and  (b)  offered  treatment ... 

(c)  Pupils  re-inspected  at  school  or  clinic  ... 
Number  of  (c)  found  to  require  treatment 

Attendances  and  Treatment 

Total  Visits . 

Additional  courses  commenced  . 

Total  courses  commenced 

Courses  completed  . 

Fillings  in  permanent  teeth  . 

Fillings  in  deciduous  teeth 

Permanent  teeth  filled . 

Deciduous  teeth  filled . 

Permanent  teeth  extracted  . 

Deciduous  teeth  extracted 

General  Anaesthetics . 

Emergencies 

Number  of  pupils  X-rayed  . 

Prophylaxis  . 

Teeth  otherwise  conserved  . 

Number  of  teeth  root  filled  . 

Crowns . 


1971 

1970 

5,268 

3,496 

2,503 

2,072 

5,213 

3,908 

3,448 

2,951 

462 

401 

282 

251 

7,928 

6,203 

135 

146 

3,032 

2,653 

2,155 

1,980 

4,859 

3,792 

2,250 

1,978 

3,969 

3,250 

2,052 

1,807 

785 

556 

2,095 

1,558 

1,032 

868 

97 

81 

229 

174 

132 

129 

272 

179 

11 

6 

20 

8 
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Orthodontics 

New  cases  commenced  during  year  ... 

Cases  completed  during  year . 

Cases  discontinued  during  year 
Number  of  removable  appliances  fitted 
Number  of  fixed  appliances  fitted 
Pupils  referred  to  Hospital  Consultant 


1971  1970 

70  48 

37  37 

6  1 

72  54 

—  2 

1  1 


Dentures 

Pupils  supplied  with  full  dentures  for  the  first 

time .  1  — 

Pupils  supplied  with  other  dentures  for  the 

first  time  .  11  14 

Number  of  dentures  supplied  (first  or  subse¬ 
quent  time) .  14  14 


HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

( Children  having  a  disability  of  mind  or  body  necessitating 
education  by  special  methods .) 

The  Local  Education  Authority  have  a  statutory  duty  to  discover 
children  in  their  area  who,  having  attained  the  age  of  two  years,  require 
special  educational  treatment. 

The  number  of  children  in  special  schools  for  handicapped  children  at 
31st  December  during  each  of  the  past  five  years  is  shown  below. 


Blind 

Partially 

Sighted 

Deaf 

Partially 

Hearing 

Educationally 

Subnormal 

Epileptic 

Maladjusted 

Physically 

Handicapped 

Speech 

Delicate 

j  Total 

%  of  Total 

School  Population 

1967 

4 

5 

10 

178 

2 

19 

6 

8 

232 

0-85 

1968 

4 

3 

6 

— 

180 

2 

24 

5 

1 

6 

231 

0-80 

1969 

3 

2 

6 

— 

175 

2 

24 

6 

2 

7 

227 

0-75 

1970 

3 

2 

5 

— 

182 

4 

23 

8 

2 

4 

233 

0-74 

1971 

2 

2 

6 

— 

214 

2 

28 

8 

2 

5 

269 

0-82 

The  ten  categories  of  Handicapped  Pupils  defined  in  the  School  Health 
Service  and  Handicapped  Pupils  Regulations  are  as  follows:— 
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(a)  Blind  Pupils 

‘ ‘Pupils  zvho  have  no  sight  or  whose  sight  is,  or  is  likely  to  become,  so  defective 
that  they  require  education  by  methods  not  involving  the  use  of  sight” 

Number  of  blind  pupils  newly  assessed  as  needing  special 
educational  treatment  at  Special  Schools  or  in  Boarding 
Homes  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  blind  pupils  admitted  to  Special  Schools  during 

the  year  .  Nil 

Total  number  of  blind  pupils  in  Special  Schools  for  the  Blind 

as  at  31.12.71  .  9 


( b )  Partially  Sighted  Pupils 

“ Pupils  zvho  by  reason  of  defective  vision  cannot  follow  the  normal  regime 
of  ordinary  schools  without  detriment  to  their  sight  or  to  their  educational 
development,  but  can  be  educated  by  special  methods  involving  the  use  of  sight.” 

Number  of  partially  sighted  pupils  newly  assessed  as  needing 
special  educational  treatment  at  Special  Schools  or  in 
Boarding  Homes .  1 

Number  of  partially  sighted  pupils  admitted  to  Special 

Schools  during  the  year .  Nil 

Total  number  of  partially  sighted  pupils  in  Special  Schools 

for  partially  sighted  children  as  at  31.12.71  2 

(c)  Deaf  Pupils 

“ Pupils  who  have  no  hearing  or  whose  hearing  is  so  defective  that  they 
require  education  by  methods  used  for  deaf  pupils  without  naturally  acquired 
speech  or  language” 

Number  of  deaf  pupils  newly  assessed  as  needing  special 
educational  treatment  at  Special  Schools  or  in  Boarding 
Homes  .  1 

Number  of  deaf  pupils  admitted  to  Special  Schools  during 

the  year  .  Nil 

Total  number  of  pupils  in  Special  Schools  for  the  deaf  as  at 


(d)  Partially  Deaf 

“ Pupils  who  have  some  naturally  acquired  speech  and  language  but  whose 
hearing  is  so  defective  that  they  require  for  their  education  special  arrangements 
or  facilities  though  not  necessarily  all  the  educational  methods  used  for  deaf 
pupils ” 

Number  of  partially  deaf  pupils  newly  assessed  as  needing 
special  educational  treatment  at  Special  Schools  or  in 
Boarding  Homes .  2 


101 


Number  of  partially  deaf  pupils  admitted  to  Special  Schools 

during  the  year  .  Nil 

Total  number  of  pupils  in  Special  Schools  for  Partially  Deaf 

Children  as  at  31.12.71 .  Nil 

Number  of  pupils  attending  Unit  for  Partially  Hearing 

Children  at  St.  Matthews  J.  M.  as  at  31.12.71  ...  10 

(including  one  child  from  another  area) 
Number  of  pupils  attending  Unit  for  Partially  Hearing 

Children  at  Leagrave  I.  as  at  31.12.71 .  6 

(including  two  children  from  other  areas) 
Number  of  children  attending  Leagrave  Nursery  Class  ...  4 

(including  two  children  from  other  areas) 
Number  of  pupils  with  hearing  aids  attending  other  Luton 

schools  .  39 

(e)  Educationally  Subnormal  Pupils 

“ Pupils  who ,  by  reason  of  limited  ability  or  other  conditions,  resulting  in 
educational  retardation,  require  some  specialist  form  of  education,  wholly  or 
partly  in  substitution  for  the  education  normally  given  in  ordinary  schools .” 

Number  of  Educationally  Subnormal  Children  newly  assessed 
as  needing  special  educational  treatment  at  Special 

Schools  or  in  Boarding  Homes .  19 

Number  of  Educationally  Subnormal  Children  admitted  to 

Richmond  Hill  School  during  the  year .  31 

(including  eight  transfers  from  other  areas  and  three  from 
the  County  area,  all  admitted  under  informal  arrange¬ 
ments.) 

Number  of  Educationally  Subnormal  Children  admitted  to 

Special  Residential  Schools  .  5 

Total  number  of  children  on  Register  at  Richmond  Hill 
Special  School  at  31.12.71  (including  four  children 

residing  in  County  area) .  154 

Total  number  of  Educationally  Subnormal  Children  attend¬ 
ing  Special  Residential  Schools  as  at  31.12.71 .  19 

Number  of  Educationally  Subrnomal  Children  attending 

Hillcrest  School,  Dunstable  .  45 

(/)  Epileptic  Pupils 

“ Pupils  who  by  reason  of  epilepsy  cannot  be  educated  under  the  normal 
regime  of  ordinary  schools  without  detriment  to  themselves  or  other  pupils. 

Number  of  epileptic  pupils  newly  assessed  as  needing  special 
educational  treatment  at  Special  Schools  or  in  Boarding 

Homes  .  Nil 

Number  of  epileptic  pupils  admitted  to  Special  Schools 

during  the  year  .  Nil 

Total  number  of  epileptic  pupils  in  Special  Schools  for 

epileptic  children  as  at  31.12.71 .  2 
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( g )  Maladjusted  Children 

“ Pupils  who  show  evidence  of  emotional  instability  or  psychological  dis¬ 
turbance  and  require  special  educational  treatment  in  order  to  effect  their  personal , 
social  or  educational  readjustment .” 

Number  of  maladjusted  pupils  newly  assessed  as  needing 
special  educational  treatment  at  Special  Schools  or  in 
Boarding  Homes .  22 

Number  of  maladjusted  pupils  admitted  to  Special  Schools 

etc.,  for  maladjusted  children  during  the  year .  11 

Total  number  of  maladjusted  pupils  in  Special  Schools, 

Hostels,  etc.,  as  at  31.12.71  .  28 

(/z)  Physically  Handicapped  Pupils 

Pupils  not  suffering  solely  from  a  defect  of  sight  or  hearing  zuho  by  reason 
of  disease  or  crippling  defect  cannot,  without  detriment  to  their  health  or  educa¬ 
tional  development,  be  satisfactorily  educated  under  the  normal  regime  of  ordinary 
schools.” 

Number  of  physically  handicapped  pupils  newly  assessed  as 
needing  special  educational  treatment  at  Special 
Schools  or  in  Boarding  Homes .  4 

Number  of  physically  handicapped  pupils  admitted  to  Day 

Special  Schools  .  Nil 

Number  of  physically  handicapped  pupils  admitted  to 

Residential  Special  Schools  during  the  year  ...  ...  1 

Total  number  of  physically  handicapped  pupils  in  Residential 

Special  Schools  as  at  31.12.71  .  7 

Number  of  physically  handicapped  pupils  at  Day  Special 
Schools  as  at  31.12.71  1 

(z)  Pupils  Suffering  from  Speech  Defect 

“ Pupils  who  on  account  of  defect  or  lack  of  speech  not  due  to  deafness, 
require  special  educational  treatment.” 

Number  of  pupils  with  speech  defect  newly  assessed  as 
needing  special  educational  treatment  at  Special  Schools 
or  in  Boarding  Homes  .  Nil 

Number  of  pupils  with  speech  defect  admitted  to  Special 

Schools  during  the  year .  2 

Total  number  of  children  with  speech  defect  in  Special 

Schools  as  at  31.12.71  2 

(;)  Delicate  Pupils 

“ Pupils  not  falling  under  any  other  category  who  by  reason  of  impaired 
physical  condition  need  a  change  of  environment,  or  cannot,  zuithout  risk  to  their 
health  or  educational  development,  be  educated  under  the  normal  regime  of 
ordinary  schools.” 

Number  of  delicate  pupils  newly  assessed  as  needing  special 
educational  treatment  at  Special  Schools  or  in  Boarding 
Homes  .  2 
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Number  of  delicate  pupils  admitted  to  Special  Open  Air 
Schools  during  the  year . 

Total  number  of  delicate  pupils  in  Residential  Open  Air 
Schools  as  at  31.12.71 


2 

5 


B.C.G.  VACCINATION 
(Circulars  22/53,  72/49,  and  7/59) 

The  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school  children  aged  13  against  tuberculosis 
which  was  introduced  in  1957,  was  continued  in  1971,  using  the  British 
freeze-dried  vaccine  (Glaxo).  The  number  of  children  attending  Local 
Education  Authority  schools  in  this  age  group  (children  born  between  1st 
September,  1957,  and  31st  August,  1958),  totalled  2,196  and  of  this  number, 
1,664  were  skin  tested  (Heaf  test).  At  the  subsequent  readings  1,413  children 
showed  a  negative  reaction  and  received  B.C.G.  vaccination.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty-one  (16-1%)  gave  positive  reactions,  usually  indicating  past  or  pre¬ 
sent  tuberculosis  infection  or  previous  B.C.G.  vaccination,  and  the  strong  reac¬ 
tors  (Heaf  test  3  and  4)  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  for  an  X-ray  and 
investigation.  The  incidence  of  strong  positive  reactors  (Heaf  test  3  and  4) 
was  42  in  1971  compared  with  78  in  1970  but  there  were  no  cases  of  tubercu¬ 
losis  amongst  them. 


Number  of  children  in  age  group .  2,196 

Number  accepting  invitations  for  skin  test  ...  ...  ...  1,867 

Number  who  attended  for  skin  test  ...  ...  ...  •••  1,664 

Number  of  absentees  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  203 

Number  of  negative  reactors  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1,413 

Number  of  positive  reactors  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  251 

Number  who  failed  to  attend  reading  of  skin  test  .  — 

Number  of  negative  reactors  who  received  B.C.G.  ...  ...  1,413 


Number  of  positive  reactors  referred  to  Chest  Clinic 
Number  of  positive  reactors  who  attended  Chest  Clinic... 
Number  of  positive  reactors  who  failed  to  attend  Chest  Clinic 
Number  of  positive  reactors  already  known  to  Chest  Clinic  ... 
Number  of  positive  reactors  recalled  for  further  examination 
Number  of  positive  reactors  found  to  have  tuberculosis  infection 


104 


Year 

No.  of  13-year  old 
children  in 
L.E.A.  Schools 

No. 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

No. 

Positive 

No. 

Negative 

%  of 

Positives  in 
Tested  Groups 

1966 

1,451 

1,154  (79-73%) 

131 

1,023 

11-35 

1967 

1,848 

1,348  (72-4%) 

217 

1,131 

14-3 

1968 

2,040 

1,323  (64-4%) 

249 

1,074 

13  3 

1969 

2,101 

1,562  (74-3%) 

354 

1,208 

22-7 

1970 

2,090 

1,741  (83-6%) 

269 

1,472 

15  6 

1971 

2,196 

1,664  (75-8%) 

251 

1,413 

16  1 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  number  of  confirmed  cases  of  infectious  disease  in  school  children 
during  the  last  five  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

10 

24 

4 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

12 

29 

2 

9 

Measles  ... 

466 

447 

182 

257 

381 

Poliomyelitis : 

Paralytic 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Non-Paralytic 

— 

— 

_ 

___ 

Dysentery 

3 

2 

8 

1 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

2 

3 

8 

38 

19 

Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

_ 

Typhoid  ... 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

Other  Infectious  diseases 

6 

2 

2 

1 

3 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN 

Under  the  age  of  fifteen  a  medical  certificate  is  required  before  a  child 
starts  employment  or  within  fourteen  days  of  taking  employment,  stating 
that  the  employment  will  not  be  prejudicial  to  his  health  or  physical  develop¬ 
ment  and  that  it  will  not  render  him  unfit  to  obtain  proper  benefit  from  his 
education. 

A  medical  certificate  is  required  at  six  monthly  intervals. 

Number  of  children  for  whom  certificates  were  issued .  441 

Number  of  children  for  whom  certificates  were  refused  ...  — 

Total  .  441 

The  number  of  children  licensed  during  1971  was  441  and  the  nature  of 
employment  was  as  follows : — 

Newspaper  deliveries  .  307 

Errand  boys,  shop  assistants,  etc.  134 

One  certificate  was  issued  under  the  Children’s  and  Young  Persons  Act 
1933,  in  connection  with  employment  of  children  in  entertainment. 


PART  I  TABLE  A— MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS 
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Table  B 

Other  Inspections 


Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  1,231 

Number  of  Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,578 


Total 


3,809 


Table  C 

Infestation  With  Vermin 

(a)  Total  number  of  individual  examinations  of  pupils  in  schools 

by  school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons .  24,019 

(b)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  ...  922 

(c)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

notices  were  issued  (Section  54(2)  Education  Act,  1944)  ...  922 

(d)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

orders  were  issued  (Section  54(3)  Education  Act,  1944)  ...  Nil 


PART  H.  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

DURING  THE  YEAR 

Periodic  Inspections  and  Special  Inspections 


Defect 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special 

Code 

Defect  or  Disease 

Inspec- 

No. 

tions 

(1) 

(2) 

Entrants 

Leavers 

Others 

Total 

4 

Skin  . T 

22 

— 

10 

32 

114 

O 

84 

1 

23 

108 

— 

5 

Eyes — (a)  Vision  ...  T 

311 

7 

88 

406 

22 

O 

536 

5 

47 

588 

— 

(b)  Squint  ...  T 

71 

— 

13 

84 

4 

O 

17 

— 

5 

22 

— 

(c)  Other  ...  T 

7 

_ 

4 

11 

17 

O 

6 

— 

2 

8 

1 

6 

Ears — (a)  Hearing  ...  T 

55 

— 

23 

78 

13 

O 

499 

— 

8 

507 

2 

(b)  Otitis  Media  T 

27 

1 

5 

33 

4 

O 

87 

— 

15 

102 

-  1 

(c)  Other  ...  T 

2 

— 

2 

4 

6 

O 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

107 


Defect 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special 

Code 

Defect  or  Disease 

Inspec- 

No. 

tions 

(1) 

(2) 

Entrants 

Leavers 

Others 

Total 

7 

Nose  and  Throat 

T 

103 

— 

18 

121 

16 

O 

264 

— 

44 

308 

— 

8 

Speech  ... 

T 

26 

— 

3 

29 

34 

O 

65 

— 

27 

92 

2 

9 

Lymphatic  Glands 

T 

9 

— 

— 

9 

— 

O 

67 

— 

9 

76 

— 

10 

Heart 

T 

17 

— 

— 

17 

5 

O 

111 

— 

19 

130 

1 

11 

Lungs  ... 

T 

25 

— 

2 

27 

6 

O 

77 

— 

17 

94 

— 

12 

Developmental — 

(a)  Hernia 

T 

9 

4 

13 

O 

12 

— 

7 

19 

— 

(b)  Other 

T 

19 

1 

10 

30 

5 

O 

189 

2 

54 

245 

3 

13 

Orthopaedic — 

(a)  Posture 

T 

8 

8 

1 

O 

31 

— 

7 

38 

1 

(b)  Feet 

T 

26 

— 

7 

33 

5 

O 

76 

1 

27 

104 

1 

(c)  Other 

T 

18 

— 

2 

20 

9 

O 

39 

— 

9 

48 

— 

14 

Nervous  System — 

(a)  Epilepsy  ... 

T 

2 

_ 

1 

3 

3 

O 

1 

— 

2 

3 

(b)  Other 

T 

9 

— 

3 

12 

21 

O 

31 

— 

15 

46 

15 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development 

T 

28 

_ 

7 

35 

2 

O 

120 

— 

30 

150 

— 

(b)  Stability  ... 

T 

8 

— 

2 

10 

18 

O 

29 

— 

14 

43 

— 

16 

Abdomen 

T 

8 

— 

5 

13 

— 

O 

24 

— 

10 

34 

17 

Other 

T 

9 

— 

4 

13 

67 

O 

32 

12 

44 

6 
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PART  III.  TREATMENT  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING  MAINTAINED 
PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 
(including  Nursery  and  Special  Schools) 

Table  A 

Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint 


Number  of  cases  known 
to  have  been  dealt  with 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of  refraction  and 
squint  ... 

18 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  ... 

2,570 

Total . 

2,588 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed 

923 

Table  B 

Diseases  and  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 


Number  of  cases  known 
to  have  been  dealt  with 

Received  operative  treatment: — 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear 

13 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis 

367 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  . 

13 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

145 

Total  . 

538 

Total  number  of  pupils  in  schools  who  are  known  to  have 
been  provided  with  hearing  aids: — 

(a)  in  1971  . 

11 

(b)  in  previous  years 

28 

Table  C 

Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects 


Number  of  cases  known 

to  have  been  treated 

(a)  Pupils  treated  at  clinics  or  out-patient  departments 

47 

(b)  Pupils  treated  at  school  for  postural  defects 

— 

Total  . 

47 

109 


Table  D 

Diseases  of  the  Skin 

(excluding  uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Table  C  of  Part  I) 


Number  of  cases  known 

to  have  been  treated 

Ringworm — (a)  Scalp 

— 

(b)  Body  . 

10 

Scabies 

49 

Impetigo 

13 

Other  skin  diseases 

164 

Total  . 

236 

Table  E 

Child  Guidance  Treatment 


Number  of  cases  known 

to  have  been  treated 

Pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance  Clinics 

179 

Table  F 

Speech  Therapy 


Number  of  cases  known 

to  have  been  treated 

Pupils  treated  by  speech  therapists 

60 

Table  G 

Other  Treatment  Given 


Number  of  cases  known 

to  have  been  dealt  with 

(a)  Pupils  with  minor  ailments  ... 

908 

(b)  Pupils  who  received  convalescent  treatment  under 

School  Health  Service  arrangements  . 

(c)  Pupils  who  received  B.C.G.  vaccination  . 

1,413 

(d)  Other  than  (a),  (b)  and  (c)  above— 

Orthoptics 

109 

Chiropody  ...  . 

235 

Immigrants  treated  for  parasites  in  faeces  ... 

69 

Total  (a)-(d)  . 

2,734 
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PART  IV.  DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 
CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  AUTHORITY 


INSPECTIONS 


Number  of  pupils 

Inspected 

Requiring 

treatment 

Offered 

treatment 

First  inspection — school 

5,628 

1  5,213 

J 

|  3,448 

First  inspection — clinic 

2,503 

Re-inspection — school  or  clinic 

462 

282 

— 

Totals  . 

8,593 

5,495 

3,448 

VISITS 


Ages 

5-9 

Ages 

10-14 

Ages 

15  and  over 

Total 

First  visit  in  the  calendar  year 

1,695 

1,097 

105 

2,897 

Subsequent  visits 

2,448 

2,297 

286 

5,031 

Total  Visits 

4,143 

3,394 

391 

7,928 

COURSES  OF  TREATMENT 


Ages 

5-9 

Ages 

10-14 

Ages 

15  and  over 

Total 

Additional  courses  commenced 

76 

47 

12 

135 

Total  courses  commenced 

1,771 

1,144 

117 

3,032 

Courses  completed 

— 

— 

— 

2,115 
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TREATMENT 


Ages 

5-9 

Ages 

10-14 

Ages 

15  and  over 

Total 

Fillings  in  permanent  teeth  ... 

1,879 

2,634 

346 

4,859 

Fillings  in  deciduous  teeth  ... 

2,162 

88 

— 

2,250 

Permanent  teeth  filled 

1,430 

2,233 

306 

3,969 

Deciduous  teeth  filled 

1,966 

86 

— 

2,052 

Permanent  teeth  extracted 

134 

576 

75 

785 

Deciduous  teeth  extracted 

1,782 

313 

— 

2,095 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics 

716 

293 

23 

1,032 

Number  of  emergencies 

64 

28 

5 

97 

Number  of  pupils  X-rayed 

229 

Prophylaxis  ... 

132 

Teeth  otherwise  conserved  ... 

272 

Teeth  root  filled 

11 

Inlays 

— 

Crowns 

20 

ORTHODONTICS 


New  cases  commenced  during  the  year 

70 

New  cases  completed  during  the  year 

37 

Cases  discontinued  during  the  year 

6 

Number  of  removable  appliances  fitted 

54 

Number  of  fixed  appliances  fitted  ... 

— 

Number  of  pupils  referred  to  Hospital  Consultants 

1 
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DENTURES 


Number  of  pupils  fitted  with  dentures 
for  the  first  time: 

(a)  with  full  denture  . 

(b)  with  other  dentures  . 

Total  . 

Ages 

5-9 

Ages 

10-15 

Ages 

15  and  over 

Total 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

9 

1 

11 

1 

10 

1 

12 

Number  of  dentures  supplied 
(first  or  subsequent  time) 

1 

10 

3 

14 

ANAESTHETICS 


Number  of  general  anaesthetics  administered  by  Dental  Officers 


SESSIONS 


Sessions  devoted  to  treatment 

1,485-7 

Sessions  devoted  to  inspection 

23-0 

Sessions  devoted  to  Dental  Health  Education 

00 
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Pupils  Awaiting  Places  in  Special  Schools  or  Receiving  Education  in 
Special  Schools:  Independent  Schools:  in  Special  Classes  and  Units: 
Under  Section  56  of  the  Education  Act  1944:  and  Boarded  in  Homes 
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APPENDIX  I 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  TEACHERS  AND  ENTRANTS  TO 

TRAINING  COLLEGES 

The  Ministry  of  Education  Circular  249,  1 952,  requires  that  all  candidates 
applying  for  admission  to  training  colleges  and  university  departments  of 
education,  and  all  entrants  to  the  teaching  profession,  be  medically  examined. 
An  X-ray  examination  of  the  chest  is  also  compulsory  for  those  entering  the 
teaching  profession.  During  the  year  197  examinations  were  made  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Circular  and  X-ray  examinations  were 
arranged  where  necessary.  In  addition  117  students  were  examined  on  leaving 
Putteridge  Bury  College. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  STAFF  OF 
CORPORATION  DEPARTMENTS  FOR  ENTRY  INTO 
SUPERANNUATION  OR  SICK  PAY  SCHEMES 


Departments  concerned: — 

No.  of  medical 
examinations 

No.  of  forms 
scrutinised 

Airport  . 

3 

66 

Borough  Treasurer’s 

...  — 

39 

Borough  Valuer’s  . 

...  — 

15 

Education  . 

10 

268 

Fire  Service . 

32 

13 

Health  . 

9 

195 

Housing  . 

2 

34 

Leisure  Activities  . 

5 

82 

Magistrates’  Clerks . 

— 

2 

Social  Services  . 

...  — 

8 

Town  Clerks  . 

8 

58 

Technical  Services . 

15 

193 

Heavy  Goods  Vehicle  Drivers 

75 

— 

Total  ... 

...  159 

973 

Examinations  carried  out  on  behalf  of  other  Authorities  1 2 
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APPENDIX  II 


CREMATIONS 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  Senior  Medical  Officer  act  as  Medical  Referees  to  the  Crematorium,  which 
is  situated  at  The  Vale,  Stopsley,  Luton. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  cremations  was  2,149  of  which  933 
were  Luton  residents.  This  latter  figure  represents  66-0  per  cent  of  the  total 
deaths  registered  in  the  County  Borough  in  1971. 


